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ces WESTERN students are frequently much concerned with regard 
to the application of practical methods to occult self-develop- 
ment. After much reading of theoretical treatises and des- 
= criptions of the astral and devachanic planes by those who claim 
to be able to function upon them in full consciousness, the in- 
“es, quirer naturally starts wondering why he should not essay 
an experimental investigation of the subject on his own account. 
With no knowledge other than that gained from the reading of 
occult and mystical literature, and without stopping to analyse 
“his motives, he decides to embark upon a course of personal 
effort. As a natural sequence it follows that the line of least 
resistance is taken, and the psycho-physiological practices of 
the Eastern yoga systems, which have been made so easily ac- 
cessible to the West, are adopted with a zeal of which sheer 
ignorance is the parent. Seldom is the fact realised that the 
methods which are suited to the Eastern temperament and 


constitution may not only be less effective but actually harmful 
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if applied by the Westerner with the dynamic vigour which 
characterises the races of the Occident. In the vast majority 
of cases, fortunately, the efforts of the investigator are abandoned 
before any effects are apparent. The Western temperament, 
accustomed to intense activity in spells of short duration, failing 
to see any sign of the expected results, is easily convinced that 
there is nothing init. Occasionally, however, an unusually sensi- 
tive type of nervous organisation becomes almost immediately 
responsive tothese processes, and,to the alarmof the experimenter, 
strange symptoms make their appearance. Hysteria, nervous 
instability, and other undesirable conditions are danger-signals 
which the cautious student takes care not to ignore. If, in spite 
of this, the practices are still pursued, serious disorders of the 
nervous system, most difficult, if not impossible of cure, hence- 
forth harass the life of the unfortunate and misguided researcher. 


It is not matter for surprise that, left to his own resources and 
unaware of the dangers lurking in the background, one of the 
most obvious practical paths should thus be chosen. A little 
reflection on the conditions involved and the possibilities which 
lie before the would-be practical occultist may save a vast amount 
of error and misunderstanding, or even future suffering. A 


realisation of the place of the personal self in the occult scheme of 
things is a primary requisite. 


With this question is intimately bound up the question of 
= motive. This last-mentioned factor, in reality, 
oni should take precedence of every other consideration. 
se It is the key to the stage of development at which 
HORNE the individual stands in the scale of occult evolu- 
tion. Too seldom is it realised how vital a part 

motive plays in the affairs of everyday life. Even the most 
commonplace activities are transformed by motive. Compare 
the reluctant labour of the paid servant, working grudgingly for a 
stipulated wage and hating the sense of servitude, with the 
humble activities of Brother Lawrence, engaged in the menial 
tasks of the monastery kitchen, preparing food and washing pots 
and pans for the glory of God. Consider, again, the difference 


between, let us say, the ordinary act of eating 


: , and participation 
in the holy Sacrament. Both consist in Serfaty of pipeicäl 
nourishment, yet the intention utterly changes the nature of the 
forces which are brought into play. A wave of the hand may be 
nothing but an automatic gesture ; erful 


or it may become a powerful 
mesmeric pass. A geometrical design may be simply = orna- 
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ment, or a potent talisman; and a walking-stick may serve 
the purpose of a magician’s wand. Instances can readily be 
multiplied. 


The beginner in the practice of occultism rarely stops to 
analyse his motives in this connection. Even were he to do so, 
he would probably at first discover nothing more than a very 
human desire to prove in his own person the statements made in 
occult books. It is only with the passage of time and by experi- 
ence tHat he learns to look deeper. At the outset, however, it is 
as well to face oneself fairly and to endeavour to recognise as 
clearly as possible the motive which inspires our interest in occult- 
ism. One student, for instance, may find himself devoting much 
time and energy to occult practices for the sake of gaining power 
to see and hear on other planes. Another may be fired with an 
ambition to cultivate the power of mastery and domination of 
those with whom he comes in touch. And while, in the majority 
of cases, the interest may remain purely theoretical and academic, 
some there are who may find themselves attracted by the beauty 
of the lofty ethical code inherent in the higher aspects of occultism, 
some who follow occultism for its own sake, as the poet does his 
muse and the artist his art—because it is born in them ; because 
they have gone that way in otherlives. Instinctively such people 
are left unmoved by the prospect of developing the siddhis, or 
gaining mastery over other minds. Possibly they could not tell 
exactly why, but the fact remains that they are drawn to some- 
thing totally different—something of which the lower mind is 
not entirely cognizant, some Reality which is felt to have its 
existence “‘ behind the scenes.” Thus are the influences brought 
into play determined by the purpose. Although the man who 
sets out upon the task of gaining control over others may develop 
extraordinary personal power, another, who may have nothing 
so far as the outer world can ascertain in the way of occult 
development, may yet, by the purity of his inner life, be far 
ahead of his companion on the spiritual path. 


Is spiritual unfoldment, then, an aim of occult training ? 
It most certainly should be. Otherwise, with every 
supernormal faculty or occult power, the development 
of which has been forced for one’s personal use or 
gratification, will prove to be a stumbling-block when 
the time arrives—as it surely will—to set the feet upon the Path 
in very truth. Far better to start with inferior equipment 
than to pile up a heavy karmic debt with which to be saddled 


PRACTICAL 
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perhaps for more than one life to come. The old truths have 
been quoted to the point of triteness, but truths they remain, 
nonetheless. The wisdom of the old injunction is as true to-day 
as it ever was: “ Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and all these 
things shall be added unto you.” 


Approaching the question of occult training with these 
thoughts in mind, one may gain a clearer view of the essentials, and 
a more accurate perspective. Taking as our starting point the 
normal waking consciousness, the great battlefield of the soul, 
we find the self torn this way and that, now falling a prey to 
temptations of the flesh, and anon aspiring to be rid of the fetters 
k | of the senses ; now looking out into the world of appearances, now 

gazing within into the dim regions of the Unseen. Two paths 
lie open to the feet: the path of self-development and the path 
of spiritual unfoldment. The choice of the soul will be deter- 
mined largely by factors of which the physical consciousness can 
scarcely be said to be aware. The degree of spiritual unfoldment 
already attained, a factor which is not directly perceptible, will 
play a large part in the decision. The nature of the karmic 
ties contracted in the past is another factor to be taken into con- 
sideration. Seeing how great a riddle the individual is to his 
own personal consciousness, it ill becomes anyone to sit in judg- 
ment upon another. The path of self-development may be 
entirely right for one, while the path of spiritual unfoldment 
is as certainly the true vocation of the other. Were there no 
hidden factors to be taken into account, the vicissitudes of life 
would vanish and existence be robbed of the very thing that 
gives it value to the soul—the ceaseless change that provides the 
contrast and stimulates the deeper consciousness into activity. 


Turning, then, to the path of occult self-development, we 
find it embracing varying degrees. Perhaps the most general and 
elementary stage is that in which the exercise and strengthening 
of the will is brought to the fore—an entirely laudable object 
in its proper sphere. Many otherwise spiritual people could 
profit by further development along these lines. A little distance 
along this path we find the practitioner of hypnotism and mes- 


| = ae gradually into the ceremonial magician. Side 
| ys ese we have the yoga training of that variety in 
T which the energies of the will a 
3 


í re directed towards the develop- 
ment and preservation of the lower vehicles, a 


of hatha yoga. 


s in certain systems 
a. Here the endeavour is made to gain control 
over the physical senses and functions to an extent which brings 
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otherwise automatic physiological processes within the field of 
consciousness. The object of all such practices is the perfecting 
of the material form by sheer force of will, the goal being scarcely 
less than physical immortality. Some of the advanced Tantrists 
have been credited with such perfect control of the physical form 
as to quit this mortal life, not by way of sickness and death as in 
the ordinary course, but at will, with an imposing gesture of 
voluntary surrender. Other Tantric practices have for their 
aim the awakening of the inner senses—the development of 
supernormal powers, from astral sight to levitation, and the 
alleged ability to become invisible at will—-an accomplishment 
which many would consider cheap at the price of many lives ! 


in none of such cases, it will be noted, 1s any question of 
spiritual unfoldment involved. The line of oc- 


SELEDEVELOF cult self-development is entirely individualistic. 


eee The will is strengthened, the personality made 
more powerful, the intellectual faculties devel- 
UNFOLDMENT 


oped, and occult powers acquired, all for the 
advantage of the individual concerned. The peculiar danger of 
this path is that over development of the individuality makes 
it increasingly difficult for the finer spiritual influences to make 
their presence felt. The reality of such a danger is evidenced in 
such ordinary cases as that of the intellectual genius which finds 
it impossible to appreciate the simplicity of the devotee who draws 
strength and consolation from worship at his chosen shrine. The 
intellect, indeed, is one of the last fetters to be cast off at the 
Gates of Initiation. Another danger inherent in occult self- 
development is that the acquisition of siddhis may prove so 
potent a lure that several lives may be practically given up to 
the exploration of fascinating regions which, seeing that they 
are still not spiritual, even though they are more subtle than the 
dense material plane, serve no purpose other than to delay 
progress and to multiply the possibilities of contracting heavy 
karmic debts. Let us not forget, however, when we see a soul 
on a path that is not ours that the gods who hold the threads of 
human destiny have a range of vision compared with which that 
of the human brain is as that of the blind-worm to the airman. 
Who are we to say that the soul on the path of outgoing may not 
by the intensive cultivation of his individuality be hastening 
the time when he shall turn his face homewards again ? 


While it is not for us to gauge the degree of spiritual unfold- 
ment of any embodied soul with which we come in contact, we 
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are not without witnesses to the awakening of the spirit of the 
Divine, even in most unpromising characters. Sometimes that 
spirit rises up in beauty, and the hearts of men thrill in respon- 
sive love to the winning sweetness of a Saint Francis of Assisi. 
Again, the quickened spirit inspires the hearts of men with the 
courage of a Joan of Arc, and sometimes the humble sincerity 
of the converted Salvation lass bears witness to the Light within. 
Perhaps the chief characteristic of the path of spiritual un- 
foldment is that the awakening may come at anytime. A 
feature that never fails to call forth comment is its spontaneity. 
“ The spirit bloweth where it listeth.” Souls of all types seem 
equally subject to these incursions of transcendental life and 
light. More and more, as we examine these phenomena, which 
are usually classified as ‘‘ mystical,” we are driven to the con- 
clusion that here the individual soul is the subject of a higher 
influence rather than the chief actor. A touch, and the whole 
man is changed. He does not do it himself ; it comes to him, he 
knows not from where. Dimly he gropes in the direction where 
he senses the existence of a wondrous Light. God, he says, has 
touched his heart. Quite true. Occultism in its higher aspect 
is based upon this instinctive upreaching of the human soul to 
that dim Star which shall one day flood it with its transcendent 
light. It is concerned with the journey Home, and shares indeed 


bes trials and joys which have ever been the portion of the mystic 
ife. 


A broadening sympathy and a growing peace are true signs of 
the unfolding of the spiritual life, as the abounding joy of religious 
conversion is a sign that the soul has set itself in line with the 
Divine Will which sent it forth upon its journey. The path of 
spiritual unfoldment is the path to the crown of human evolution. 
Along this path may come great sadness, and tears may seldom 
be far away from the eyes which have known the tender touch of 
Pity. Yet with it all the sense of peace grows stronger and more 
real, the power to give rather than to receive increases ; and self 


becomes lost in the radiance of i . 
the Light f Taz om 
better name than “ God,” ere wick- Wwe have no 


Just so ; but what are we to do 
< , we who he ; 
touched by that Spirit, Whom w ave not yet been 


we seek that Light ? 
profound obeisance of 
No doubt but what t 
Christ, is ever read 


e may not grasp? How shali 
In no other manner than by “ making the 
the soul to the dim star that burns within.” 
hat gentle Power, personified in Jesus, the 
y at the door of the heart, only kept out 
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by our own impurity and selfishness and intellectual pride. One 
might do worse than ponder the spiritual meaning of the festival 
which at Christmas the Western nations celebrate. 


The practical aspect of the question of spiritual unfoldment, 
while it may do much to indicate to the individual soul the line 
of least resistance, nevertheless, by divorcing the facts from the 
actual lives of the mystics in which they are patterned, robs 
them of that radiance and vitality which constitutes their special 
harm. 


Obviously the soul which is opening to the warmth and light 
of the spiritual Sun must have become conscious of 


se something higher than itself. The first essential 
FOR AN : ; : : SB 
E along this path is something to worship—a divine 


ideal. Most people cherish this unconsciously in 
the ideal of the great Teacher Who stands at the head of their 
national religion, Undoubtedly for the West the ideal of Jesus 
holds a predominant appeal. It is well, however, to forbear 
passing judgment on those who feel drawn to the worship of 
“ strange gods.” What may be termed the spiritual heredity 
of particular individuals may cause them to find their ideal in, 
let us say, one of the Egyptian deities. Then we have the type 
of soul that finds its ideal embodied in a feminine conception 
of the Divine, such as Isis or the Virgin Mary. The lower mind 
must have something to lean upon, something by which it may 
climb to the regions beyond form. It is only in cases in which a 
considerable degree of spiritual unfoldment is implied that the 
power of abstract worship—or rather the power of worshipping 
that which to the lower mind appears as a mere abstraction— 
makes its existence known. 


At this point two great branches of mystical contemplation 
call for attention. On the one hand we have the school which 
advocates the stilling and emptying of the mind. By this means, 
itis claimed, the transcendental consciousness may shine through. 
The little treatise of Miguel de Molinos is the classical example 
of this type. On the other hand we have the school which claims 
that by making the mind one-pointed it may pierce the veil which 
covers the Sanctuary. A typical example is the method of Saint 
Theresa. It may be noted in this relation that this school of 
contemplation has many points in common with the mental 
(as apart from the psycho-physiological) practices of Raja Yoga 
—Dharana, Dhyana and Samadhi. 
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The expression of a subtle difference in type of soul here comes 
into evidence. An attitude of self-abasement is characteristic 
of most mystics, and we find that while one will achieve union 
with the Ideal by yearning and up-stretching of the soul in 
aspiration, another will accomplish the same end by the exercise 
of a profound humility, a sinking down, a self-noughting, as it is 
called. It is the path of mystical death, the complete surrender 
on the part of the separated self of the entire being to that Some- 
thing which is dimly felt to be the Supreme. Varying degrees 
of illumination there may be, but no true Initiate or Master ex- 
ists but has passed that way, through death to resurrection. We 
are touching here the fringe of that great mystery of which only 
the mystic himself may speak with authority—the “ dark night 
of the soul.” The process of self-stripping must be endured to 
the end before the instrument for the Divine hands to work with 
is made perfect. ' For the most part we are far from the necessity 


of this drastic ordeal, which forms part of the later stages of the 
Path. 


Many practices devised by the mystics are peculiarly adaptable 
to the earlier steps in the life of occultism. The method of spiritual 
reading advocated by Madame de Guyon is of undoubted value 
in the assimilation of the teaching of such works as The Voice 
of the Silence or Light on the Path, which are addressed almost 
entirely to the intuition. Only as these aphorisms are dwelt 
upon, turned over in the mind, and sympathetically pondered, 
does the meaning begin to reveal itself ; and the more they are 
contemplated the more profound becomes their significance. 
This is the one method above all others which will bring the soul 
en rapport with that Wisdom which comes from within. 


Another mystical practice which may be adopted with 
"Pi advantage is that of imagining every act or word as 
DAAK being done or said in the presence of the soul’s 
a Beloved. Only a moderate application of this 
Eee R device is sufficient to bring one face to face with 
practices CMParrassing personal problems, problems which 
it would be as well to face unflinchingly and dispose 

of at the very outset. Little things that do not matter in the 
conventional life of the world, little things that are not the con- 
cern of any but the individual soul in relation to its God, take on 


an importance out of all proportion to their outward significance. 
Progress becomes easier 


$ according to the d ; A 
which these little things are mse, e degree of fidelity with 
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Closely related to this and the parallel “ practice of the pres- 
ence of God,” with which the name of Brother Lawrence will for 
ever be associated, is that ideal life which most of us can only 
contemplate as a pattern of perfection—the life of consecration. 
Souls that are fortunate enough to thrill to the beauty of such 
an ideal should cherish the gift as their most sacred treasure. 
Its possession implies the possibility of one day realising that ideal. 
Here the surrender of the self to God is complete and absolute, 
without condition and beyond recall. Everything it has or is 
or hopes to be is given to the Lord. The soul begins to live the 
spiritual life. No set time is kept for prayer or contemplation, 
for the simple reason that at no time, whether sleeping or waking, 
working or resting, does the soul cease from its worship in the 
Sanctuary. Such a soul is within measurable distance of taking 
steps which will admit it into a life which will make it something 
more than human. 


We men and women of the everyday world, however, are 
concerned with what are to us far more practical problems. 
The trials and temptations of the body we have always with us. 
Although the consciousness may more or less definitely and 
strongly reach upward in aspiration towards the spiritual life 
and the lower worlds exert an ever-diminishing power to hold us 
back, the self is far from being stripped and “‘ noughted.”” Many a 
battle must yet be fought upon this field before the conquering 
spirit may utter the final “ consummatum est.” Nevertheless, 
the main stream of life is set in the right direction: it tends to- 
wards its Source. Gradually, however, with the increasing play 
of spiritual forces upon the physical form, subtle alchemical 
changes are initiated whereby the very constitution of the human 
body takes on a change. “The odour of sanctity ” is no mere 
figurative phrase. Acquaintance with occult and mystical 
phenomena proves beyond doubt that powerful spiritual presences 
are generally accompanied by a specific fragrance. Strange 
stories are also on record with regard to the mortal remains of 
saints and mystics whose lives have manifested a high degree 
of spirituality. 


The nature of this change may be indicated when it is re- 
membered that the vast mass of present-day humanity is subject 
to the forces of generation, necessary, of course, for the preserva- 
tion of the race. That very essence of life which normally tends 
downwards towards physical manifestation is, in the case of 
highly spiritual natures, completely reversed in direction, not con- 
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sciously, but automatically, by the play of higher forces upon 
the lower vehicles. Not that we would here be understood as 
implying that spiritual people cannot or may not have children. 
Motherhood is divine, however obscured the inner reality may be. 
It is, however, an error born of an insufficient acquaintance with 
the deeper issues of occultism to suppose that these forces may 
be transmuted by the power of the individual will. More than 
one occultist has come to grief through making this mistake. By 
concentration upon them the sex forces are abnormally stimulated, 
and outraged nature inevitably exacts her price. This change 
takes place from above. The lower self has no part in it other 
than that of acquiescence. Only the purest souls may experience 
the activity of the holy Paraclete, whose task it is to effect this 
transmutation. Under Her influence the actual physical form 
is “‘ redeemed from sin,” and the forces which otherwise would be 
expended in the creation of other bodies go to the formation of 
the divine substance, from which one day shall be woven the 
glorious body of the Resurrection. But this is a mystery which 
concerns the hither side of the Golden Gates, and is a story of 
Easter rather than of Christmastide. 


In a remarkable book, however, The Science of Love with Key 
to Immortality, by Ida Mingle,* the hidden significance of many 
obscure passages in the Christian scriptures are shown to have 
reference to these mysteries, and in the course of its eleven-hun- 
dred-odd pages considerable attention is devoted to a study of 
the nature of love and its relation to the question of immor- 
tality. Lack of space, unfortunately, precludes more than a pass- 
ing comment at this juncture. It is a work, however, which, 
while somewhat involved in style, is so full of suggestions and 


food for reflection that it is felt that many students would be 
pleased to have it brought to their attention. 


THE EDITOR. 


* Chi . : TO n 
cago: School of Livable Christianity, 108, Auditorium Buildings. 


THE GNOSIS AS PHILOSOPHY AND 
RELIGION 
By JEAN DELAIRE 


AS Alexandria stood mid-way between East and West, forming 
the bridge upon which passed into Europe the religious and 
philosophic beliefs of the Far East, so Gnosticism, one of the 
greatest of the many systems promulgated in Alexandria, acted 
as a link between the abstruse conceptions of ancient India and 
the clear-cut thought of the Greco-Roman world. And this 
role is not ended. Although to most modern minds Gnosticism 
stands for nothing more than a few strange and half-forgotten 
sects, and its leading doctrines are usually identified with some- 
what fantastic ideas on the nature of God and Man, it has yet 
profoundly influenced modern thought ; and this influence can 
still be felt, albeit under a new terminology and with the symbols 
of another faith. 


Amid all the complex theories of Emanations, Æons, Archons, 
and the rest,which are so characteristic of Gnosticism, two funda- 
mental ideas appear and reappear in every Gnostic school— 
the conception of Light, or the Gnosis, and the Creative Word, 
or Logos, the dual manifestation of the Boundless Power, the 
Mystery of the Ineffable or the Absolute. 


From these two root-ideas both Gnostic philosophy and Gnostic 
religion were logically evolved. Following the univet%al tradition 
of Eastern philosophy, all Gnostic systems—and there were many 
—distinguished between this Absolute, or the Unmanifest God 
(the Parabrahm of Hinduism) and His First Emanation, the 
Manifest God. Thus “ the Manifest of the Unmanifest ” was their 
profoundly metaphysical description of the Logos. 

This Light and this Word were never personified, but remained 
as pure abstractions within that other Abstraction, the Pleroma 
or World or Pure Light. They were Divine attributes; and, 
as they passed from latency into activity, they emanated the 
Powers of the Spheres, or forces of nature ; the archetypal worlds 
and all their angelic hosts. For Gnostic doctors conceived the 
universe as an intricate system of interpenetrating spheres, 
varying in density, from the Sphere of Pure Light, beyond the 
sun, to the densely material phas that compose our sub-lunary 
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world; and every sphere was peopled with living, conscious en- 
tities—Angels of the Lord, Hons of light, Messengers of the Virgin 
of Light ; and also the Lesser Angels, the Hosts of the Demiourgos 
—that strange Being, half god, half demon—and the Powers 
of the Great Abyss that lured Sophia to her doom. 


In the Pistis-Sophia, the only one of the many Gnostic 
scriptures that has survived the destructive hand of fanaticism, 
this is the central theme, as it is the central theme in most 
religious and in all mystery-cults—the descent of Sophia (the 
Divine Wisdom in its lower aspect of the World-Soul) into matter ; 
and the reflection of this cosmic event as the descent of the 
human Ego into “ the tomb ” of the body 


As we have seen, in Gnosticism Light and the Creative Word 
are the First (dual) Emanation from the Absolute ; while in some 
systems it is Light Itself that is the Logos, or Creative Power 
within the universe ; for in Gnostic as in Eastern philosophy all 
life is conceived as an incarnation of the Divine Life. This Life, 
then, in its aspect of the World-Soul, descends into primeval 
matter ; in the zonic processes of evolution it becomes ever more 
involved in allits planes and sub-planes, more and more immersed 
in the great abyss, until its own light is obscured, its divine 
origin is forgotten, and—as in the beautiful myth of the Pistis- 
Sophia—the World-Soul stands as an exile outside the gates of 
her heavenly home. And in just the same way that fragment of 
herself, the ‘‘ Indweller of light,” is drawn into the cycle of genera- 
tion, enters the body and becomes identified with it, forgets its 
own true nature, its divine origin and immortal destiny. Then 
it is that the Divine Counterpart of the World-Soul, the Divine 
Mind or Spirit (Nous) Himself descends into the lower worlds 
delivers Sophia from the bondage of matter and leads her back 


to that Divine world where she originall li=the Pileg 
“ Plenitude” of God. ginally dwelt—the Plerōma or 


This conception of the World-Soul bei AN 

matter by the Spirit of God clearly shows that og Sessa = 
in so many other systems, whatever divisions or abana 
might be applied to the constitution of the universe and of tha 
TES they were conceived as a trinity in unity—in man, 
use = = spirit ” of St. Paul, himself a student of 
ies piven žy in the cosmos, the Divine Spirit, the World- 
eat R er. Thus the Spirit in man was held to be im- 
Spirit ; th eae wes fragment of the Divine 

pirit ; the body belonged to Matter, to the great deep, or the 
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sphere farthest removed from the Plers6ma; while the Soul, 
link between the two, became immortal in the measure that it 
conquered matter and succeeded in uniting itself to the Spirit, 
its divine counterpart. 


If the Soul failed to do this in one life it must needs, after a 
brief period in the intermediate spheres, return into incarnation 
to learn its lessons anew. For there were few sins, in the philo- 
sophic Gnostic conception,that were only to be effaced by annihila- 
tion. There is a beautiful passage in the Pistis-Sophia depicting 
the after-death condition of a just man who yet failed to be initi- 
ated into the mysteries of the Gnosis. His soul was conducted 
before the judge of souls, the Virgin of Light, attended by her 
seven handmaidens ; and she clothed the soul with a new body, 
bidding it ever to remember its true (divine) nature, and to seek 
diligently for the Kingdom of Heaven, so that in its next life it 
might become an inheritor of the Light. 


True to their name of Guostics, knowledge, in its higher aspect 
of Wisdom, or inner illumination, was considered by the doctors 
of the Gnosis as the supreme end of man, and lack of this know- 
ledge as the supreme deprivation. There was a saying among 
them, attributed to one of the oldest of their sects, the Ophiani, 
to the effect that “ the beginning of perfection is the knowledge 
of man; but the end of perfection is the knowledge of God.’’ 


To all who have seriously studied the tenets of these ancient 

philosophers there can be no doubt that by the knowledge of 

God they meant exactly what the Hindus mean by Brahma- 

vidya, or the science of the Supreme—what St. Paul meant when 

he spoke of the “ Christ within,” or God-in-Man. For they were 

mystics, in the true meaning of that much-abused word. Like 

. the myst@ of old, they were bound by a vow of secrecy never to 

reveal the inner teaching of their religion; and the reason for 

this secrecy was the same reason that guarded the door of every 

sanctuary from the intrusion of the “ profane ’’—in other words, 

from the undisciplined and the unprepared. The purificatory 

. rites that preceded every ancient ‘‘ mystery” were but the symbol 

of that pure heart and clean mind which alone made true initiation 
possible. 


The ultimate end of every initiation is the unveiling of the 

God in man, that divine spark which is in very truth the Life 

of his life. But while the transcendence of the Divine—the con- 

ception of God as the Creator and Upholder of the universe, the 
Supreme Ruler and Law-Giver—may be dimly apprehended by 
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the multitude, the conception of His in-dwelling Presence is to 
many of us, “ little children ” in spiritual understanding as we 
mostly are, utterly incomprehensible, therefore fated to be mis- 
understood; and, being misunderstood, to be misused. That, 
perhaps, is the only absolute evil in the world—the conscious 
misuse of the divine powers latent within us. 


Thus it was that Gnostic doctors, wise in their generation, 
hid the central truth in their doctrine under a triple veil of symbol- 
ism, myth and parable. In the lamentations of Sophia, or the 
World-Soul, calling out, from the depth of the great abyss, to 
the Spirit of God for deliverance; in the beautiful parable of 
the Child who left his Father’s home in the East, cast off his 
garment of gold and precious gems, and went down naked into the 
land of Egypt, there to fall into a deep sleep, and forget that he 
was the Son of a King; in the symbols—among many others— 
of the Sun and Moon, which played so important a rôle in the 
Syrian schools of Gnosticism, the Sun or Logos, and His reflec- 
tion, the World-Soul ; or the Sun as the divine Spirit in man, 
and the Moon as its reflection in the soul—in all these, and by 
means of these, the Gnostics both concealed and (to the under- 


standing mind) revealed the heart of their philosophy and their 
religion. 


In the days of spiritual obscuration that followed close upon 
the fall of the Roman Empire and the irruption of new, more 
virile, but also more barbarous races, the supreme secret of 
Gnosticism, as of all esoteric religions and mystery-cults, was 
well-nigh forgotten ; and only a few mystics within the Church, 


and illumined minds outside of it, were left as witnesses to the 
divine Gnosis of the ages. 


That there is at the present time a revival of Gnosticism, albeit 
under other names, no thoughtful mind will deny. It is not, 
therefore, impossible that in the near future it may be reinstated 
in the position it once occupied in the earliest days of the Christian 
Church, that of the wisdom-aspect of Christianity itself. Then 
perhaps, the menofscience may discover in the cosmogony of these 
ancient systems a by no means foolish attempt to describe the 
universe in all its aspects, etheric and super-etheric as well as 
— T The philosopher may come to see the logic 
= oes between the First Cause, or Creative God, and 


ystery,” the Absolute, wh 
The mystic may recognise » Whence It emanated. 


myst in their doctrine of the “ Indweller 
of Light ” a clear allusion to that real Presence which mysticism 
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in all ages has sought to realise within the depths of human con- 
sciousness. And even the man of the world—the plain man of 
to-day, who is neither a scientist nor a philosopher, and still 
less a mystic—may some day scan, if only out of curiosity, the 
recovered fragments of these age-old scriptures; and there, 
amid the long and involved sentences, the difficult terminology 
and sometimes tedious repetitions, he may perceive something 
of the outlines of the heavenly Gnosis, the Virgin of Light, First- 
born of the Eternal. 


THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM 
By THEANA 


I SOUGHT the Way of Escape. And as my consciousness of 
outer things faded and I rose inward and upward, I saw a Vision. 


Where all had been black to my upward gaze, there appeared 
a rift in the gloom, such as sometimes comes between masses of 
cloud on a dark winter’s night. 


As I looked, the black changed to blue, and the blue to. an 
intense azure; and then, suddenly, there flashed out a Star! 
And its flashing sent a thrill to the depths of my very being. 


Once only it flashed, but it was enough; for in that brief 
second of Illumination had come the realisation that what 
I saw was indeed no other than that same Star whichis said to 
have flashed out at the Birth of Christ. 


Then I knew that the Star of Bethlehem was no outward 
stellar object, visible to physical eyes, but a celestial phenomenon 
manifested upon the interior heavens of the soul with a Message 
for all who could see. 


And in that instant of intense consciousness there came to 
me the certainty that the Three Wise Men of the story were no 
earthly kings, but are the three innermost planes of individual 
consciousness ; and; moreover, that the Plains of Bethlehem were 
assuredly no mere earthly pastures, but the planes of the lower 
Spiritual Heavens, where alone could such a Symbol be manifested 
and made visible to the interior vision. 


And lastly I knew that I had been shown the way to what I 


sought, and that only in the Light of THaT Star can The Way of 
Escape be found ! l 


i 
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SUBSTANCE AND SHADOW 
By E. A. CHAYLOR 


THERE appeared in the pages of this magazine some months 
ago a short article entitled The Shadow. Owing to the nature 
of the subject dealt with it aroused considerable interest, both 
the pros and the cons having been well represented subsequently 
in the correspondence columns. 


Through it all there emerges clearly and unmistakably the 
fact that, on the whole, this article has been misunderstood. 
Nowadays it would seem that a single presentation of a subject 
of general interest or importance is not enough to satisfy the 
reader : he must have every point argued, and the whole matter 
mentally demonstrated to the point of exhaustion. 


In the ancient world, ideas such as we are considering were 
something to be taken into the consciousness and there pondered 
—examined as regards their essence. The modern mind would 
seem to regard such concepts as mere superficial statements ; 
statements to be immediately challenged and disproved, or, 
failing disproof, to be discredited. If the facts cannot be suc- 
cessfully denied, then the next best thing is to arraign the motive 
for stating the facts. Both these methods have been requisi- 


tioned in attempts to disperse the “ Shadow ” ; but the Shadow 
still remains. 


Now, The Shadow was written with an object, and in order 
that this shall be to some extent attained it is proposed to take 
the readers of the Occutt Review behind the scenes, to show 


them why it was written, what it really is, and how it must be 
understood. 


It was written in the hope of calling attention to the condi- 
tion in which the modern world is living, both spiritually, morally 
and physically: it is a cry to AWAKE, to realise the forces that 
are at work around us and within us, and to prepare to meet the 
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E e issues which are inevitably and irresistibly advancing upon 
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ae een as it stands, is a record of certain pictures which 
n the inner (and waking) consciousness of the writer. 
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So wise, so clever, so watchful are our doughty critics—yet 
they have not “been able to recognise the simple fact that it was 
not written for the brain-mind at all. 


Upon this little, fugitive, hunted hare of the soul our critics 
have loosed the hounds of Facts, of Figures, of Logic—the whole 
pack that harbours in the kennels of the brain. But they cannot 
overtake it, or, if they do, their teeth but close upon the impalp- 
able. Our little hare is of the soul, not of the stilted concepts 
of the brain, and so the “ Shadow ” still persists, and the hounds 
pursue in vain. 


Now, am I not delivered, bound, into the hands of the critics ? 
What a chance for them to cry triumphantly—“‘ We want not 
Shadow but Substance!” But they are forestalled. Sub- 
stance they have, in very truth; but it is the substance of the 
future, and this, by reason of the limitation of their mental 
processes, they can neither deal with nor apprehend. For them 
the Past exists as memory ; the Present as fact; but the Future 
is for them non-existent except as a fugitive speculation of the 
brain. 


It is by means of the faculties of soul that we are able to lay 
hold upon “ the substance of things hoped for ” ; i.e., of things 
still in the future (whether they be hoped for or not), and it is well 
to note that the present writer is not alone in regarding them as 
substance. 


But the modern critical reader, though well weaponed for 
his favourite pursuit, is woefully deficient in the finer suscepti- 
bilities. His life processes centre in an effort to know about 
things, and that is quite different to knowing the things them- 
selves. For this latter is, in its essence, realisation; a process 
which is four-dimensional, not three. Therefore it can reach out 
into the future, it can lay hold upon the future, it can feel and 
handle that substance which îs the future. 


These limitations and predilections of the critics were well 
known, and The Shadow, as we have said, was not written for our 
three-dimensional friends, but for those amongst us who have at 
least some premonitory stirrings of the fourth. Yet would we 
not leave even the critics unprovided for, nor the hounds without 
a bone upon which to try their teeth. For these, the whole 
matter must be presented in another guise. It must make its 
appeal to the brain, quite as much as to the soul: it must give 
them Cause, and Reason, and logical Deduction. So, while 
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The Shadow was written for the psychically awakened ones, 
The Tocsin was written for those whose consciousness centres 
more easily in the region of mental and moral concepts. 


It is a fact not without significance that, so far as we are 
aware, not a single line or sentence in The Tocsin has yet been 
challenged, either in or out of print. One or two incidental 
references perhaps, a vague mutter, a premonitory growl there 
may have been, but so far no hound has bayed, no critic has 
stood forth to challenge Truth. 


Our friends who have honoured the first article sufficiently 
to discourse upon it may be divided roughly into two classes— 
those who debate questions of times, seasons, and interpretations 
generally, and (secondly) those who state, directly or indirectly, 
that articles such as The Shadow ought not to be written at all. 
The former we may safely leave to arrive at their conclusions in 
their own ways, but we would like to draw the attention of the 
latter to certain obvious facts, which although they like facts, 
they seem to have overlooked. 

All down the ages there have arisen from time to time certain 
ringers of bells, certain watchmen who watch in the night. For 
the most part these stand upon a high place, for their usefulness 
depends upon their vision: their service is to watch, and, when 
need arises, tosound the alarm. The modern world; the world of 
our critics, calls them no longer watchmen, but alarmists. The 


watchman, if he be intent upon his business, has no time to quarrel 
over names. 


None the less, the watchman has never been popular: sleepers 
do not as a rule care to be awakened, and those who royster in the 
night love not to be reminded of the dawn. : 


: se temps, autres mæurs : we are now in the year of grace 
= , SO perhaps a modern simile is more appropriate. Let us 
agine our watchman to be a railway signalman. High up in 


= signal-box he has a clear view of the line in both directions. 
ut he has much more than that—he h 


bells, telegraphic signals which giv 
advance of that afforded by his personal vision. By these he 


sets his signals and adj 
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Here it is necessary to depart a little from our analogy ; for, 
if the line be not clear, the signalman can, and must, halt the 
oncoming train. In the present case the train cannot be halted 
orstayed. The line is not clear, and all we can do is to attempt 
to clearit. Humanityis, for the most part, like a drunkard who 
has strayed upon the track, and lies there more or less com- 
fortably, “ sleeping it off.” Others are like a party of pleasure 
seekers—no more than children in their knowledge of the facts 


i of life—and these stray idly, unaware of that which is advancing. 
i If our signalman (departing, with your permission, yet a little 
4 further from strict analogy) sounds the alarm, shall we damn him 


: for an alarmist? Yet that is precisely the position taken by our 
second class of critics. The watchman is accused of precipitating 
È the danger because he gives timely warning of its approach. 
i This accusation is the accusation of self interest,of thosewho have 
f something to lose by approaching change, of those who are so 

foolish as to be unable to realise that cosmic events can neither 

be stayed nor turned aside. Nor can they, on the other hand, be 
k precipitated by the fact of the watchman sounding the alarm, 
for whether the watchman sleep or wake, that which is to be shall 
surely come to pass. 


Let it be remembered that the forces of the three worlds are 
sharply divided into two camps—those who would awaken the 
i sleeper, and those who would drug him to deeper unconsciousness, 
or lull him fatally to false security. These latter are they who 
cry “ peace, peace, when there is-no peace.” They prate of the 
“mercies of Providence,” forgetting that His decrees change 
f not, for He is unchangeable. They are up in arms because, 
l forsooth, Cosmic Law may not be turned aside to accommodate 
; the reveller or the indifferent. They decry the watchman, the 
f alarmist, and imagine that the whole time-table of cosmic 
. evolutionary progress should be held up and disorganised until 
f such time as the fools decide to vacate the track. 


Consciously or unconsciously these do the work of the Forces 
of Evil, binding more tightly the bandages of ignorance and 
disbelief upon the brow of their Brother. If we are alarmists, 
these are the “ Hush-hush brigade ”—a deceitful and doubtful 
crew at best. 


The question of the legitimacy and value of such warnings 
as are exemplified in The Shadow was most admirably dealt 


with by the Editor in a recent issue of the OccutT REVIEW, 
from which I now quote 
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« such foreshadowings have a definite value, as have 
those premonitory dreams to which certain individuals are liable. 
They afford at least an opportunity of mitigating to some extent 
the coming shock, and in some instances actually offer a means 
of avoiding the threatened crash . . . prophecies or premonitions 
may be turned to good account, even in. cases where the outcome 
is inevitable. Such forewarnings may be regarded in the light 
SS ti of opportunities for the correct orientation of the inner lite.” The 
~ writer of those words has put his finger upon the crux of the whole 

; matter, with an insight or intuition which is truly spiritual. 
= Such warnings are given in order that men, if they will, may 

] ; l have an opportunity to adjust themselves, their ideas, their mode 


of life, to those changes which are not only coming, but which 
are inevitable 
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on i What reply have the “ Hush-hush brigade ” to make to this ? 
oe | If these plain warnings help them not individually—they being 
Es i l for the most part beyond help in these matters—shall they deny 
oe i that help or warning to others whose necks, mayhap, are not of 
$ ; Li an equal stiffness to their own? Referring to the “ Alarmists ” 
eee iti we said in The Tocsin: “ Having learned Wisdom, they sound the 
ie | | alarm—once. Thereafter they turn their attention to such as 
ees. i are in earnest about the business of escape.” Such is the position 
pe a i | | to-day, and that brings us to the question of how these two articles 
pez ! should be read and understood. In considering this we may also 
3 <i | get some hint as to whatis the real nature of that “‘ way of escape ”’; 

i 


perhaps, if we understand more, we shall find it is not so selfish 
as some seem to have imagined. 


ay a understand anything of the true nature of the world-changes 
a which are approaching, the evidences of which multiply daily 

=) i on every hand, we must at least have an idea of what are the 
corresponding changes which are taking place on inner planes. 
In the space allotted to this article only a brief and incomplete 


ji mei sa na, but it is hoped that even this little 
a ate o think before joining the chorus of our so-wise 
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The result of this is that the Celestial Plan of Campaign has 
quite recently undergone a complete change, and the position, 
so far as the forces of Light are concerned, is analogous to that 
of the British at Waterloo when the order was given, ‘‘ Let the 
whole line advance.” 


The physical body of the planet is surrounded by a region of 
astral matter, which forms an aura completely enveloping the 
Earth, thus cutting it off from direct solar or planetary influences. 
This region is called the astral plane in Theosophical terminology, 
and it is also the “ border-land ” of the Spiritualists. For the 
most part it is inhabited by entities who are now highly inimical 
to humanity, and this inimicality is due to certain well-known 
facts. First; what is for denizens of the astral plane a normal 
and right condition, constitutes for humanity a state which we 
generally describe as “‘ evil.” Not necessarily evil for them, but 
evil for man, because he has made it so. 


The second reason is that every denizen of the astral world 
is, by its nature, a consciously four-dimensional being. Man 
is also a four-dimensional being, but not consciously, as he 
possesses only a three-dimensional brain, and this is the cause 
of three-fourths of the troubles of humanity to-day. Therefore 
when man, without preparatory training, succeeds in forcing en- 
trance into the astral world, he isin grave danger and at a manifest 
disadvantage compared with entities who use naturally and 
constantly a four-dimensional consciousness. Conversely, when 
any denizen of the astral world succeeds in gaining power to 
function in the physical world, he has certain advantages, due 
to his extended range of consciousness which make him both 
undesirable and dangerous. These facts, though well known 
to every veal occultist, are not, as a rule, so well understood by 
Spiritualists and other investigators whose methods are, at 
present, purely experimental. 


We shall now be able to understand something of the general 
nature of the position as regards humanity. The day for the 
redemption of this planet on all planes is dawning ; the order to 
advance has already been given to those celestial Forces and 
Hierarchies who are concerned in this particular work. The 
advance has commenced, and plane by plane it is driving down- 
wards towards the Earth itself those denizens of the various 
astral regions who are antipathetic to the healing forces. 

These are being driven down in ever-increasing numbers : 
those arrows which for ages men have shot into the blue are now 
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returning upon their own heads; they are coming into physical 
incarnation. They are able to incarnate because men and 
women, by reason of their selfishness, their passions, and their 


ignorance of natural law, provide these entities with the oppor- 
tunities they seek. 


This is the horror which is threatening humanity to-day, 
and it was described in The Shadow in that sentence which says 
“The devils of the lower world will literally be turned loose upon 
the Earth, and Europe will be overwhelmed in a horror of desola- 
tion.” It will take the form of possession of the bodies of infants 
at a pre-natal stage, or at the time of birth ; also of obsession in 
the case of persons who are weak, vicious, or ill-balanced. Every 
séance which is held for purposes of materialisation adds to the 
danger, and makes it increasingly easy of accomplishment. 


This danger may be avoided only by a realisation of the 
position, and a complete orientation of the mental and spiritual 
attitude on the part of masses of the people. Indifference, 
scepticism, and denial of the facts are fatal. It is easy to see 
now who are the real enemies of mankind, the alarmists or the 

Hush-hush brigade.” Men and women must band themselves 
together under competent leadership if they are to survive or 
to escape. For there Is a way of escape, and it is still available 
for those who will avail themselves of it. 

Those changes which are to come about in the outer world: 
wars, revolutions, and the fall of nations, are but the effects of 
readjustments now being made in the astral regions, for those 
regions are about to be cleansed and purged. As the astral base 
or mould is broken up, its physical-plane counterpart crumbles 


and disintegrates. Therefore T ee 
3 shall institut 
be removed, and th ions and governments 


at Power which boasts itself im b 
pregnable shall 
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THE MAGICAL ASPECT OF THE LYRIC 
By MICHAEL JUSTE 


ONE wonders, when attempting to drink the modern vintages of 
poetry, what sad and painful miracle has occurred that could 
change that which was so sweet, so fragrant and so rare to the 
palate of the soul into a bitter, tasteless and often unwholesome 
fluid. If we are lovers of that divine liquor brewed by the lordly 
minds of the past, recollection dawns within us, and abruptly 
we leave these coarsely-flavoured potions, thankfully returning 
to the never-ending draughts of wine pressed from the grapes of 
the past poets. 


Here the spirit drinks from goblets abrim with fiery exultation ; 
from vessels dark with the wine of lovely melancholy ; from flasks 
of horn bubbling with the sparkling essences of love, life and 
laughter. A rich, splendid change has occurred. And the 
drinker senses at once, through the riot of imagery, colour and 
thought evoked, that he drinks beverages distilled by mighty 
magicians. 

Is it to be wondered at that the past students of this sublime 
art treated it with reverence and awe? For many, I believe, 
knew and understood the great powers of spiritual evocation 
that lay hidden within the often simple and gracious lines. They 
knew that the works of these masters were as temples in which the 
soul of their creator dwelt, and that he had climbed spiritual 
altitudes they had not yet traversed. But they also knew that by 
entering into these temples they would sense a little of that 
grandeur, unseen and unknown to the mass of mankind. 


The above has been written in regard to the lyric. I mean the 
true, regal lyric, burning with prophetic and emotional fervour, 
simple and crystalline in word and form ; glittering with symbol 
and vision ; and filled with the noble tones of divine melody. In 
this form of verse can be found philosophical concepts clarified 
and made beautiful for those minds that cannot grasp the tortuous 
methods indulged in by hazily-minded thinkers. This is the 
form of verse that has given past civilisations ideals and strength 
to continue climbing upwards. 


The poet of to-day revolts against these old conventional forms. 
He dethrones imaginative emotion, and becomes the slave to a 
cold, soulless intellect that bristles with as many sharp points of 
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criticism as does the porcupine with quills. He endeavours to 
concoct beverages from elements that refuse to mix. He pro- 
duces synthetic substances that bear all the marks of artificiality, 
toil and artfulness, but certainly not of art. Thesweat of his brow 
oozes from out every line, and the result makes painful reading. 
But the truth of the matter consists in this: He is not and will 
never be a poet until he realises that poetry is a spiritual power 
that will only serve those who are willing to become instruments of 
the Divine. And without this power, which is the vital spark of 
inspiration, he shapes but dead butterflies, dead flowers, dead 
birds. And though, like the alchemists of old, he may seek the 
informing principle that will give his creation perpetual life, he 
will constantly fail as long as barren intellect and scepticism are 
crowned kings of his philosophy. Rhymed verse, unrhymed verse, 
shapely and unshapely, are utterly useless as long as his experi- 
menting lacks this spiritual essence. 


When one studies the great lyrics of the past, two principles 
are generally revealed, principles that endow the whole work with 
sincerity, beauty and power. And these are: A belief in God or 
gods, and in the ultimate nobility of the lowest of mankind. 


TON Agreed,” one can imagine the modern poet saying, “ but 
in those periods the pageantries of religion were in full bloom 
and faiths had not been destroyed by the explosives of Science. 
To-day we know better, and can explain the workings of their 
minds by psychoanalytical methods. Their so-called divine 
imaginings were but transmuted sexual elements. Their sensi- 
tivity was but a form of neurasthenia. Their clairvoyance, 
particularly so in the case of William Blake, plain insanity that 
to-day would be certifiable.” And he ceases, with probably a 


smile of contempt for the i 
- poets who believed, and for the present- 
day believers. And there he leaves us. = 


r sion oe 1s a Magician, particularly so in the case of the 
RA At t or he has awakened certain centres that have 
of Nature We ee im touch with the mind and elemental forces 
truth of this ; a € only to read the works of Shelley to see the 

d though it may be urged that Shelley was 


ae an atheist, his very work contradicts his 
entice en ois yrs the sylph nature predominated, to 
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fluttering their wings, upon paper. His voice is swift and light, 
and the frail cold flame that rushes through his lines sweeps the 
reader onwards. The dancing oreads were his playmates, Aurora 
his mother, and Aeolus his father. With Shelley we find one 
who was a natural pagan, and in perfect accord with the unresting 
spirit of Nature. 


He, like all great and natural poets, was but an instrument, a 
tongue that translated the language of the elemental powers into 
the language of the nation. But these elemental powers sent 
forth a peculiar force possessing a mantric quality, and it was the 
mantra that immortalised the lyric, and likewise moulded its 
form. For the true poet does not have to measure and mould 
the vessel for the wine, as so many critics assume, but he becomes, 
in the truly mystical sense, one with his subject, and the form 
comes naturally. 


Another aspect of mantric or lyrical poetry lies in the silence 
produced in the final line. If a lyric possesses the power to pro- 
duce a cessation of mental turmoil, it has fulfilled its purpose. 
And here is another aspect that makes the poem great, though it 
could likewise be dangerous. For if this knowledge were used 
by one who desired to awaken the evil side in man, and had the 
genius to do so, he could create an unpleasant force in society, 
because the symbols, thoughts, colours and melodies enter the 
mind of the reader when the mindis stilled. The reader or listener 


becoming impersonal, does not oppose the forces invoked and - 


flowing from the poem, and in that sacred silence a spiritual door 
is opened&through which flows that spiritual power the poet felt 
when in the act of creation. In fact, the lover of poetry is sub- 
jected to a magical process, which is the reason for the suggestion 
that it would be dangerous to read the form of poetry that is 
loaded with unwholesome symbol, thought, and degenerating 
melody. 


Now, when speaking of the mantric quality in poetry, there is 
a further point to be considered, and that is, the similarity of 
forces invoked in verse. As an example, we will take three well- 
known poems, and it will be noted that a similar force flows from 
each. There is no need to quote them, for all who read verse 
know of them. They are: Invictus, Recessional, and Crossing the 
Bar. Although the authors of these three poems differ in genius 
to a considerable degree, yet, at the moment of composition, they 
had all attained a similar height of inspiration, and one of the 
loftiest and noblest peaks to which a poet could rise. Forhere the 
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force invoked is compelling and masterful. And whereas other 
lyrics are scented, delicate and subtle, these verses are simple, 
direct, short, and pregnant with the dynamic quality of the spirit. 
In these three poems come aspiration, humility, and hope. Am- 
bition, shaken and weakened, renews itselfin the magic of J nvictus, 
Pride and majesty remember past failures at the altar of Reces- 
sional. The soul becomes triumphant before the nobility of 
Crossing the Bar. Thatis why itis suggested that they come from 
the highest altitudes, for the poets were then nearer to the source 
of things than probably at any other period of their lives. These 
are the trumpet tones that bring to us likewise a realisation of the 
existence of our Higher Selves. Poetry, from that aspect alone, 
becomes not merely the decorative embroidery of society, but a 
spiritual necessity, and will be recognised as such when the 


religious elements in man reawaken and establish their lost 
sovereignty in Nature. 


Mention was previously made of psychoanalysis, a theory 
dealing with the anatomy, knots, and warps of the mind, a scien- 
tific maze, half-built, and becoming increasingly complicated by 
its exponents and opponents. As long as either side refuses to 


recognise the spiritual element, their complicated apparatus will 
solve only few of the problems. 


Psychoanalysis is here alluded to in order to describe what it 


is believed takes place when the poet, or, for that matter, any 
artist, becomes inspired. 


G The present-day belief is that inspiration, far from being a 
Em ee holy flame, is the reverse ; that it is a foul gas or fume 
ising trom emotional and mental marshes which, by a strange 
sae process, becomes transmuted into some noble creation, some 
on tie as idealistic concept, like the lotus rising from 
Sy tas ae x dae that this ugliness can only be transformed 
Dio faat power of something finer and sweeter, but 
ee AA TE EION when the soul makes a conscious effort to 
iie that ortatá shies is necessarily changed into a spiritual 
plikider br lever aoe but that, quite conceivably, it becomes 
Seaan at the artist uses in order to lift himself up. 
in contact sore Selera force, which, in the process of coming 
Now when the san ras spheres, becomes likewise cleansed. 
Guitenta thatave.a a leves this summit, he is in a realm of new 
mental nature. a ri if ave been told by an adept, of an emotional- 
the symbols th: or actin clairvoyant, he sees besides feeling 
at are within these spheres. Likewise he shows in 
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his work an entirely new creative element. There are two reasons 
for this. One: He has become part of his Higher Self, and the 
Higher Self has a perfect individuality of its own, expressing 
itself in a new and original manner. Two: The sphere he has 
contacted has likewise peculiar properties of its own, and though, 
as mentioned above, some poets have entered similar spheres, it 
was the Higher Self that produced the differences so noticeable. 


This is why poets become prophetic when speaking from 
these heights, and the proof that they have done so ; for they 
have left the world of Time, and can see that which is to come. 


Let me conclude by quoting some of the instruction given me 
by the teacher to whom I have already alluded. 


As occult students are aware, when the body sleeps the soul 
visits those realms that are of greatest interest to it. These 
realms are not astral but mental and spiritual. 


“ In the higher planes the artist has built up his own material, 
and many times assistance is given him in order that he may 
contact his own creative energy which he has established on the 
inner planes. Many poems are but poor translations of the poet’s 
real inner themes, and often when out of the body I found a poet 
studying his own poems and endeavouring to bring them down 
into a more material form, so that he may remember them when 
in the Earth consciousness.” 


“ Sometimes the poet reads his own work on the higher planes, 
then descends with it to a middle plane, striving to make this poem 
correspond with the knowledge of the middle plane, and here, as 
well as on the higher plane, he receives the aid of a teacher who 
attempts to impress the artist’s mind with his material when he 
awakens on the physical plane. It is always the aim of these 
teachers who assist the artist to bring into incarnation a work of 
the nature of the higher planes. Also, they endeavour to help 
the artist to keep that same vitality of thought-emotion that the 
work possesses in the inner realms.” 


The above quotation should serve as an illustration of the 


manner in which a poet produces his work, and why it possesses 
the mantric quality. 


Therefore, he who would be a poet must transmute the grey 
vibrations of this atmosphere into golden ones, and in the pro- 
cess he will discover that he has been treading a Path whose length 
terminates only at the porchway that opens upon the world of 
Divine Mysteries and secret chambers of Nature and of Godhood. 


e 
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CLAIRVOYANCE AMONGST 
PRIMITIVE PEOPLES 


By THEODORE BESTERMAN 
PART II (Conclusion) 


A STILL earlier account is of great importance, not so much 
for the actual incidents, but as dating from the earliest contact 
of the missionaries with the Indians, affording perfect evidence 
of the fact that cryptesthesia was practised among them before 
they became familiar with the ideas of Europeans. This 
instance is by a Spanish writer, according to whom, since the 
arrival of the Spaniards, the Indians had known of the mutinies, 
rebellions, battles and deaths, both of their oppressors, of soldiers 
and of private individuals—and this at distances of two or three 
hundred leagues. These things they knew of the same day as 
they occurred, or the day after, which would have been impossible 
by any known means of communication. To work this divina- 
tion, says our author, they shut themselves up in a house and 
became drunk until they lost theirsenses ; next day they answered 
any question—an unexpected testimony to the value of intoxi- 
cants were it not fairly certain that what our observer calls 
drunkenness would more properly have been described as trance 
or possession. Some affirm, the writer continues, that the 
Indians use certain unctions. The Indians say, moreover, that 
old women frequently hold this office of witchcraft. 


_ These persons are also able to show what has become of 
things stolen or lost, and to them usually come those servants 
of the Spaniards who have lost anything belonging to their 
masters, or when they desire to know the success of things 


>si or to come. When they go to the cities of the Spaniards 
i private or official business, they ask whether their voyage 


Mae aw aes a whether they will be sick, whether they will 
the ` IN safely, or whether they will obtain that for which 
ra L o these questions the witches answer one way or 

other, having first spoken to the devil in an obscure place. 


: asemi = the inquirers are able to hear the voice which 
x meet i rapes but are not able to understand it nor to see 
e witches speak! Indeed, the accounts given of these 
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sittings among the Indians and Lapps hardly differ in essential 
details from the most modern and scientific ones. 


Passing now to other climes, we have the following interesting 
story from the Marshall Islands, in Micronesia, by a modern and 
very capable observer. He had hired from a native a schooner 
which was away for over a month instead of the anticipated 
fortnight. The native, anxious about his vessel, went to a 
witch in order to obtain information from her familiars. The 
woman, according to her custom, went back in the evening to 
a secluded hut, and sang various songs by means of which the 
spirits were to be attracted. She put her questions, and the 
next morning told the owner that he might be quite happy as 
his schooner was homeward bound but delayed by a contrary 
wind. As the ship ran into the harbour a few days later it 
was ascertained that on the night of the consultation the ship 
had been a hundred and eighty nautical miles from the atoll, 
battling with a contrary wind. 


Due south-west of the Marshall Islands is Australia, where 
valuable evidence of the existence of cryptesthesia among the 
natives could be found. But a single example must suffice. 
An expert observer, Mrs. K. Langloh Parker, notes the following 
incident among the Euahlayi Tribe in north-western New South 
Wales. A girl who was staying with her was suddenly and un- 
accountably taken ill. She was not confined to her bed, being 
able to drag herself wearily into Mrs. Parker’s sitting-room 
where she would lie back in a long chair, looking as limp as a 
piece of washed-out unbleached calico. 


Hearing of the illness, the oldest native woman in the neigh- 
bourhood came to see Mrs. Parker about it. It was her practice, 
should anyone be ill, to wrap her string-charms round their 
wrists, and drone incantations over them. She asked Mrs. 
Parker what was the matter and what had made the girl sick. 


When Mrs. Parker told the native woman that she did not 
know, the latter said she would consult the spirits on the matter. 
Thinking it might rouse her patient, Mrs. Parker asked the woman 
to come in. The old woman on entering expressed sympathy 
with the patient and repeated that she would consult the spirits. 
She squatted down in the middle of the room and began muttering 
in a foreign dialect. Presently Mrs. Parker and her friend both 
heard a peculiar whistling sort of voice utter some words to which 


A, Erdland, Die Marshall-Insulaner (Minster i.W., 1914), p. 330 
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the old woman responded. She was answered by the same 
whistling voice, but to further questions she received no reply 


After waiting a few moments she declared that she had been 
speaking to a black fellow who had died some years before, 
who would not tell what she wanted to know. She then proposed 
to consult the spirit of a long dead granddaughter of hers. 
The same performance was gone through, a whistling voice was 
heard again, but once more without success. The old woman 
then declared she would consult a recently dead baby who had 
been one of Mrs. Parker’s favourites. This effort was successful : 
the baby answered at once. In reply as to the cause of the 
illness she said that Mrs. Parker’s friend had offended the spirits 
by bathing under the shade of a uniggah, a tree that is taboo. 
Mrs. Parker's friend had insulted the spirits by plunging into the 
shadow of this tree, and the spirit bees, the guardians of this 
spot, had bitten her on the back and secreted some wax on her 
liver. This was declared to be the cause of the illness, and 
the woman stated that if the patient’s back were looked at the 
bee bites would be seen. 


There certainly were some irritable inflamed spots where 
indicated. When the old woman told Mrs. Parker all that her 
favourite’s spirit had told her, she, knowing where the uniggah 
was, and knowing where the invalid bathed with Mrs. Parker’s 
coloured house-girls, said the spirit was wrong, for she knew that 
the girls would be much too frightened to bathe in the shade 


of the uniggah. But the old woman stuck to her story and said 
the spirit would not lie. 


“Is the uniggah a big collabah between the bend and the 
garden ? ” Mrs. Parker’s friend asked. 
ce Yes.” 


“ Well then, I did bathe there the last time I went down. I 
was up too late to go with the girls, so slipped away alone, and 
as the sun was so hot I went round the bend into the shade of 
the big tree, where I had a lovely swim.” 

The old woman added to thi 
an equally remarkable cure 1— 
here concerned. 

We will conclude our ra 
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in an interview told the fo 
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“ I had not received any letters from Europe for a year, and 
was of course very anxious to get some. I knew quite well 
that a good many must be waiting for me somewhere, but it 
was hardly likely that they would come to hand for some time, 
because the Nile was blocked by the floating islands of grass. 
One morning, however, a man came into our tent in a state 
of great excitement. The local m’logo, or wizard, he said, had 
been roaming the country the night before in the form of a jackal. 
He had, the messenger went on, visited a place called Meschera- 
er-Rek (which was some 550 miles distant from Lado, our camping- 
place) and had seen two steamers, one of them with mails for 
our party. Also, the steamers were commanded by a white 
pasha, who was minutely described. Now in the ordinary 
course of nature the man could not possibly have covered so 
vast a stretch of country in one night—nor even in twenty nights. 
I ridiculed the whole thing as absolutely absurd. We were 
having our coffee at the time, and Emin seemed inclined to give 
credence to the story, for he suddenly rose up and said he would 
have the man brought before him. In due time the wizard 
. . . was marched into our tent, and Emin at once addressed 
him in Arabic, saying, ‘ Where did you go last night ? ° 

“ “I was at Meschera-er-Rek,’ he replied in the same tongue, 

“‘ What were you doing there ?’ 

““* I went to see some friends.’ 

““ What did you see?’ 

“<I saw two steamers arriving from Khartoum.’ 

‘““* Qh! this is nonsense. You could not possibly have been 
at Meschera-er-Rek last night.’ 

“* T was there,’ came the tacit rejoinder, ‘ and with the steamer 
was an Englishman—a short man with a big beard.’ 

“< Well, what was he doing—what was his mission ? ’ 

‘““* He says that the great Pasha at Khartoum has sent him, 
and he has got some papers for you. He is starting overland 
to-morrow to come to you, bringing the papers with him, and 
he will be here about thirty days from now.’ 


“As a matter of fact ... the m’logo’s statement proved 
absolutely correct. In thirty-two days an Englishman did 
arrive in our camp, bringing letters for us from Khartoum. 
More than this, we knew from the wizard’s description that 
Lupton Bey, and none other, was the man who was coming.” 


1 R. W. Felkin, ‘ From Khartoum to the Source of the Nile,” The Wide 
World Magazine (London, 1898), i. 361-362. 
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Some interesting customs are to be found among the Calabar 
negroes of West Africa. These natives believe that they have 
four souls: the soul that survives death; the shadow on the 
path; the dream-soul; and the bush-soul. The bush-soul is 
always in the form of an animal of the forest, never in that 
of a plant. Ifa man sickens it is because his bush-soul is angry 
at being neglected, and a witch-doctor is called in. You are 
obliged to go to this expense, for you cannot see your bush-soul 


and discover the cause of the trouble unless you are an Ebumtup, 
endowed with second sight.? 


Of the use made of this second sight by the natives we have 
the following story. 


Towards the end of the last Ashantee expedition the writer 
from whom we gather these details was stationed on the coast 
at the termination of the shortest route from Kumassi to the 
coast. A day before the expected entry of the expedition into 
Kumassi he was informed by his boy that the Governor had 
entered the town at noon—this was at about 1.30. About an 
hour later he was told the same thing by an old chief, an educated 
man, who, when he was laughed at, remarked that native means 
of communication were much more rapid than ours. 


The news thus obtained turned out to be true, and the writer 
remarks that the upper portion of the line was in charge of the 
Royal Engineers, while the coast lines were under reserve for 
Government use only, The news was confirmed the following 
evening by official wire. The head of the military wire was 
some 30 to 36 hours’ distance from Kumassi, so this excluded 
irresponsible chattering by the operators. As to runners, they 
were five days at the shortest for special runners from the front. 
The route is entirely through forest country, and, in regard to 


water transit of sound from drums, there i i 
, there is no di 
the coast from Kumassi by water.? rect access to 


is a that negroes from this part of Africa were 
we = 3 ai great numbers to America for the purposes of 
ve traffic. Some of them were taken to the Bahamas, 


ee Ss! at least six or seven generations after their 
Fois Fie out several epidemics of religious ecstasy. 
roe es = outbreaks girls would lie for nearly an hour 
So ey were quite exhausted. Then they would 
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get up and recount their experiences while possessed. Descrip- 
tions were given of hell, and its inhabitants, present and future. 
Some of these girls would relate events occurring ten, twenty 
or thirty miles away. Subsequent investigation proved that 
their visions were veridical. One writer gives an instance for 
which he vouches. 

A girl said that she saw a certain elder of a chapel eighteen 
miles away, with whom she was not personally acquainted, 
engaged in sinful practices, the details of which she gave, in 
secret. Upon inquiry it was found to be so, the man being too 
frightened to conceal his sin.! 

Finally, we pass to South Africa, and here, through the 
devoted researches of Bishop Callaway, we have the actual 
words of a native literally translated. These words give an 
incomparable picture of the practices of the Zulus, as can readily 
be seen from the following : 

“So he departs at the word of the Itongo, and goes out to 
the open hill, and cries ‘ Hai, hai, hai ;’ and they all hear that 
it is he. They are disputing about him, and as soon as they 
hear that it is he, they say, ‘ Can it be, sirs, that he comes about 
the matter we were disputing about, saying, he is mad ? ’ 


“Others say, ‘O, why do you ask? He comes on that 
account, if indeed you said that he was not an inyanga, but a 
madman.’ 

“The great man of the village to which the inyanga is ap- 
proaching, says, ‘I too say he is mad. Just take things and go 
and hide them, that we may see if he can find them.’ 

“They take things; one takes beads, and goes and hides 
them ; others take picks, and go and hide them; others hide 
assegais ; others bracelets ;- others hide their sticks, others their 
ornaments, others their pots; others hide baskets, and say, 
“ Just let us see if he will find all these things or not.’ Others 
hide cobs of maize; others the ears of amabele, or sweet cane, 
or of ujiba, or the heads of upoko. 

“Some say, ‘ O, if he find all these things, will he not be 
tired? Why have you hidden so many?’ 

“ They say, ‘ We hide so many that we may see that he is 
really an inyanga.’ 

“They reply, ‘Stop now; you have hidden very many 
things.’ 


1 F. B. Matthews, “ An Account of an Outbreak of Religious Hallucination in 
the Bahamas, West Indies,’’ Journ. S.P.R. (1885-1886), ii. 486. 
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“ They return home, and wait. Then the Itongo tells him 
on the concealed hill; for it had already said to him, ‘ Keep 
quiet ; they are now hiding things; do not begin to appear. 
They wish to say when you find the things that you saw them 
when they hid them. Be quiet, that they may hide all the 
things; then they will be satisfied that you are an inyanga.’ 
Now the Itongo tell him, ‘ They have now hidden the things, 
and gone home. It is proper for you now to go to the home 
of the people who say you are mad and not an inyanga.’ 


“So he comes out on the open mountain, and runs towards 
their home, being pursued by his own people who are seeking 
him, for he went out during the night, and they did not hear 
when he went out very early in the morning, when it was still 
dark, when the horns of the cattle were beginning to be just 
visible. He reaches their home, and his own people who were 
looking for him, and have now found him, come with him. On 
his arrival he dances; and as he dances they strike hands in 
unison ; and the people of the place who have hidden things for 
him to find, also start up and strike hands ; he dances, and they 
smite their hands earnestly. 


SES Says to them, ‘ Have you then hid things for me to 


“They deny, saying, ‘No; we have not hidden things for 
you to find.’ 

“ He says, ‘ You have.’ 

“ They deny, saying, ‘ It is not true ; we have not.’ 

“ He says, ‘ Am I not able to find them ?’ 


“ They say, ‘ No, you cannot. H ; 
for you to find ?’ y ave we hidden then things 


“ He says, ‘ You have.’ 


“ They deny, declaring that th 
asserts that they have. : ey have not done so. But he 


“ When they persist in their denial, he starts up, shakin 
ee §oes and finds the beads; he finds ‘tine picks, 
hs hae An the bracelets ; he finds the cobs of maize, and 
papei ie TaT and ujiba and of upoko ; he finds all 
We fi pa ey have hidden. They see he is a great inyanga 

e has found all the things they have concealed.” 1 
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This cursory survey is sufficient to show that among practi- 
cally all the uncivilised races of mankind there exists or has 
existed some unknown faculty which there seems to be no reason 
for describing by a name other than that used for the same 
faculty among civilised peoples—cryptesthesia. We are not 
yet in a position to say whether the knowledge of this fact may 
in time help us to understand the nature of this unknown faculty, 
but it does at any rate lend still greater strength to the already 
overwhelming experimental testimony we possess. 


SHRINES 
By PHILIP HARRISON 


All cities wherein men have lived and died 
Are holy cities : walk with faith therein. 
Not Christ alone of men was crucified, 
Not every soul redeems itself through sin. 


All temlpes wherein men have watched and prayed 
Are holy temples : worship there in peace. 

Know that whatever gods their priests obeyed 
Can help thy troubled soul to find release. 


All places wherein men have wrought in vain 
Are holy places : lift thine eyes above, 
And thou shalt know the mystery of pain 
Is one thing with the mystery of love. 


A FEW REAL GHOSTS 
By ESTHER BICKERTON 


COMPARATIVELY few people seem to have everseen a wat 
ghost. Fewer still appear to make a habit of a 
that I suppose I must have some peculiarity in my psy iat 
make-up, since I have been seeing ghosts from time to ai : 
not only in reputedly haunted houses) ever since I = = = 
do not pretend to know what a ghost is ; but if its rea a a 

on its visibility, then I claim that my ghosts are very real in : 


My first experience of this kind occurred when I was que 
small. I was one of a large family of girls and boys, lying in 
big country house. It was a modern building, but ne 
was our delight, we were playing hide-and-seek up and down “4 
long, rambling passages in the dark, it seemed eerie enough. 


One gusty night in late October we were in the midst of one of our 
noisy games, 


My sister (and this was her one and only experience of the 
kind) and I were tearing “ home ” from one of our hiding-places 
when, as we crossed the hall, dimly lit by an old-fashioned gas- 
burner, we saw the front door open and our father walk in. 
He closed the door, and moved towards the hall-stand, but, as 
we both sprang joyously towards him, expecting his usual bear- 
like hug, there was nothing there! I have no explanation of 
this event, except that it was a Friday night, and about the time 
he often arrived from London to spend the week-end with his 
family. That day he was prevented from coming. Could it 
have been his thought form which we saw ? 

The next incident I remember was ver 
me quite a lot. 
matried couple 
middle of the n 


y puzzling and frightened 
I was about sixteen, and staying with a young 
in their modern house at Hampstead. In the 
ight I awoke, and saw, suspended between the 
floor and ceiling, a complete skeleton in the corner of my bedroom. 
The bones were white and bleached, and shone with a bluish 
light. As I gazed at this appalling sight, petrified with fear, the 

away. There was no explanation of this 
vision either, but the husband of my friend died young. Was it 
a premonition ? 


When I was about twenty I went to Scotland to stay with a 
newly-married school friend 


led scl - She and her husband were well 
endowed with this world’s goods and lived in a charming house, 
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standing well back from the road, at the end of a long avenue of 
trees somewhere near Edinburgh. At breakfast the next morn- 
ing I inquired of my host what could have caused the extra- 
ordinary noises which had awakened me early that morning. I 
could only describe these as footfalls, many of them shuffling 
along stone corridors. He was intensely interested, and said 
I must have what Scotch people call second sight, or be clair- 
audient, because the house was in parts very old and had formerly 
been a monastery. My room still retained part of the old wall 
with its three feet deep Gothic window, and what I had heard was 
undoubtedly the monks going to matins. 


It was exactly five o’clock, for I looked at my watch, and, I 
may add, I never heard this again, although I stayed many times 
with my friends and occupied the same room. 


Years later, after I was married myself, I awoke to the fact 
that I was very sensitive to “ atmosphere,” and, after taking a 
charming house in a central part of London, was unable to stay 
in it because it depressed me so much. I“ saw” several things 
during the short time I lived in this house. One was the figure 
of a poor demented-looking boy, so forlorn and idiotic in expression 
that I couldn’t bear my bedroom after I had seen him in it. At 
night in this sinister house I used to hear soft footfalls coming up 
the stairs. They always paused on the landing outside my bed- 
room door. I found myself waiting and listening for these foot- 
steps, and couldn’t endure the horror of their ghostly tread, 
and so we moved to a charming little house on Campden Hill, 
where the atmosphere was cheerful and benign. Still I “ saw ” 
a figure in this house. It was a huddled and much wrapped form 
of a woman and always stood by my bedroom door motionless. 
I wasn’t a bit nervous of this visitant, and became in time quite 
accustomed to her. 


During the war we were obliged to leave our delightful little 
house and went out to Norwood, where we took a pretty non- 
basement house of a certain age. This house was quite definitely 
haunted, for the whole family at different times saw a figure, 
which lurked on the landing, at the head of the stairs, and dis- 
appeared before one had time to get a good view of it. 


Before I conclude I must describe the most picturesque of 
my uncanny experiences. Some few years ago I went to stay in 
an old Manor House, the interior of which had been largely 
modernised. The intense stillness in the atmosphere struck me 
at once. It was a silence that could almost be heard, and there 
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was a curious expectancy and a cold chill in the air, even on the 
hottest day. 


A noisy houseful of young people made no impression on 
the hush which hung about the old house, but I think we were all 
more or less affected by it, although the subject of ghosts and 


hauntings was taboo—because the owner didn’t “ approve ” of 
such things. 


My bedroom was dark and oak-panelled with a low ceiling : 
dark, because it was a large room, and possessed only two very 
small lattice windows. The first few days passed uneventfully. 
Then one night I awoke and found myself sitting up in bed gazing 
at the same room, only so different. 


It was lit by candles, in pewter candelabras, and a huge log 
fire blazed brightly on the open hearth. A fine Elizabethan table 


stood in the centre of the room, at which sat two people in high- 
backed, beautifully carved chairs. 


A man with curling wig, garbed in the style of Charles I, 
was leaning on his elbow on the table, his head on the palm of 
his hand, gazing fixedly at a lovely young girl, who sat with her 
back to the fire, her pretty auburn hair falling in ringlets round her 
pale face, and her large dark eyes looking into her companion’s. 
Both were deeply absorbed. Her dress was similarly of the Stuart 
period, the dark velvet bodice of her gown being finished with 
me pointed lace round the decolleté. The table gleamed in the 
light, and there was a suggestion of richness and colour. I was 
enthralled and not a bit surprised at what I saw. Alas, it faded 
slowly like a picture on the screen, but not before I had time to 
take in all these details. 

He poate = this same house a iittle boy came to see me. 


my bed, a quaint and slightly hunchbacked 
figure, with pallid face and flaming red hair, dressed in a light 


oo of some thick silk material, knee-breeches, and lace 


the hia ie wondered if there is a record of sucha one in 

i of thehouse. The family who owned and lived in it for 
centuries were red-headed. 

At pr D 

I Seats ee a modern flat, and among other figures 
middle age. ol aa 1S a very prosaic-looking man of 
some nights when I e is doing in my bedroom, in his overcoat, 
IRh sb him, between three and four a.m., I know 
of mine, ave an explanation of these curious visions 


TRUTH IN THE MARKET-PLACE 
By ALGAR BAILEY 


I walk with Truth and will write — 


Not merely what I perceive of Truth, 
But what the countless thousands before me 
Down the Ages have also perceived of Truth in their own time, 


And have expressed in their own way— 
Often in language not understood 
By those who have come after them. 


I will write of Truth as I perceive Truth in these days. 

My words I shall choose even as a painter chooses his colours— 
Rude and rough where Nature is so, but at other times 

Soft and delicate as the hues at sunset in September. 


(2) 


1 will write of Truth so that those may learn 

Who have Desire in their Breasts. 

And my words—framed into sentences both long and short— 
Are for those to read whose minds and bodies are quickened, 
Who Live. 


To men and women also who do not ; 

Who know they are not in the Play ; 

Who have not learnt why Life is life, Good good, Bad bad, 
And who, therefore, are mere ciphers, starving where Plenty is, 
Lonely where Jollity is, sad where Laughter is ; 

To those also I write of Truth. 


(3) 


But as I write of Truth, let those who are afraid 

To hear things said they have only thought ; 

To see painted in natural colours that which they keep covered ; 
To hear of men and women that which they knowof but Know not ; 
To hear of all things of Life from before Conception till after 


Death ; 
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To hear of Maidens and Youths when first they understand ; 
To hear of religions, creeds, witchcraft, fakirs of every kind ; 
To hear of Nations and of Wars, Crime, and whose the Blame ; 
To hear what Truth, who fears not, has to say. 


Let those, I say, who fear such things, come not with me any 
further : 


For they will understand not, and become but blasphemers and 
hypocrites— 
Even if such they are not now. 


(4) 


Because I write of Truth I have great Love 

For Men, Women, Children, and all Living Things. 

For Trees, Flowers, Mountains, Seas, 

Suns, Moons, Stars, and Things Unseen by Man, 

And my words shall refresh you even as rain refreshes the Earth. 


Come now with me, 


I will take you to the mountain tops in Thought’s Kingdom, 
To where God lives and speaks with Men and Women. 

I will make you yourself speak with God, 

And from God learn even as I have learned. 


I will take you to where the Sun and the Wind mate, 


And you shall mate with them—your Body and your Brain, 
And know what God made you to be-- 


A Man or Woman equal with God. 


(5) 
Truth took me up on to a Hill. 


At our feet—in the valley—a stream 


Winding and turning—now doubling back— 
Yet always flowing onward : : 


From the Heavens, to the Hills, to the Ocean. 


And I learned that that invisible thi : 
t 
Is even as the ever- ible thing called Life 


movin 
ir hahaa g waters of the Earth, 
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“ From Space into Time and back again into Space, 
| A never ending circle. 
The same waters, yet always different. 
And who again shall recognise one Drop ? ” 


“ From whence in Space ? ” I cried. 


“ From whence came Time, and whence Its Beginning ? ” 
Was the reply. 


(6) 
“ Who art, and whence cometh ?”’ I cried of Truth. 


“ From the womb of Time and Space : 
Men call me Life. 


And yet again—some call me God— 
The pity of it ! 


To proclaim me as a god—The God— 
Is but to set me up above myself, 
An idol, monarchy and court. 


Such things, breeding only 
Servitude and tyranny 

Of Body and of Mind, 

Pass out of Time and Space.” 


; (7) 
Truth also said unto me : 


“ The Male and the Female are inseparable 
As Night and Day, as Life and Death. 


They are as the Light and Heat of the Sun, 
As the Depth and Surface of the Ocean. 


They are of the Breadth and Depth of Nature’s never-ending 
and unharnessed stream of Energy, 


Yet also are they its Rivulets 
Coursing out into the Unknown Future,” 


| 


II 
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ij! (8) 
And Truth again spake—saying : 


“ All true Men and Women are, in their own right, 
Gods. 
No less and no greater than the Universe, 
No less and no greater than Creation, 
Themselves Creators, Creation in Action.” 


(9) 


Come, let us Reason this thing out. 


Do you doubt Evolution ? 
Do you doubt your own eyes, your own ears ? 
You can reason—step by step ? 


Think you really that you were moulded—specially and specifi- 
cally— 

By and in the image of a lone Creator, 

Of perfect Understanding ? 


Myself, Yourself, specifically formed, in that Image ? 
Yet with flesh, bone, muscle, blood, 

Eyes, ears, nose, mouth, and every organ 

Identical with or in adaptation of, those 


Of the beasts of the Jungle, of the Fields, of the Ocean ? 


Man, specifically formed in that Image ? 
Yet like lions, cattle, dogs, fowls, and flies, 
Covering and impregnating ? 


Likewise Woman, Specifically formed, in that Image ? 
Yet like the female of those species and countless others, 
Being covered and impregnated by the male ? 


And, likewise, conceivi 


ng and deliveri 
As do all other living vering her progeny 


creatures ? 


Forsooth, I like neither the Mould 

oth, L nor the Metal ; 
Methinks with a Universe beneath the feet 
Finer workmanship were due. 
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With Omar of the distant Past 
I laugh to scorn such a Potter and his Pottery. 


A god indeed ! 
(Zo) 


Sing Praise to Man, the God Man— 
He who has shed the Jungle ; 

Who is the last word in Creation— 
Yet still Creating. 


Sing Praise to Woman, the God Woman— 
She who has shed the Jungle ; 

Who is the last word in Creation— 

Yet still Creating. 


Sing Praise to their Conscience— 

That which balances the animal body 
And keeps it Poised 

Whilst Creation swirls within, without. 


Sing Praise to their Brain— 

The Spirit of the Universe, 

The product of a Billion Billion Years— 
Nature no longer sightless. 


I Toast the Gods of the Universe : 

The Fellowship of Men and Women, 

Clean of Mind and Heart, but Alive, 

Yes, Alive and drinking deeply themselves 
Of all Life has to offer. 

But never too deeply. 


(11) 


Yesterday, or no matter when, I chanced upon an old woman, 
Grey hair, wrinkled skin, green black clothes. 

But her eyes—narrowed, near closed 

And old—looked and saw, Everything ! 


And also I saw a maiden who was a virgin, 
And her hair and her skin, likewise her clothes, were soft. 
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And her eyes, lustrous, big, and not old, 
Looked, and saw Nothing. 


And I saw a buxom housewife, 
Also one who opened bazaars, 
And their eyes looked, 

And saw Nothing. 


And when Truth, who was with me, spoke, 
None save the old woman heard, 
And she replied, “ Too Late !”’ 


OUT OF THE DARKNESS 


THE moonlight lay across my bed. I fell asleep and dreamed. .. . 


A vast and sullen stillness reigned abroad. The atmosphere 


was thick and heavy—like cotton-wool—through which no sound 
could penetrate. 


Suddenly sidereal thunders shook the earth, making not a 
sound, but at each huge concussion sucking and heaving the 
impenetrable air, as though a mighty comet tore across our path 
and strove to hurl us to destruction. 

Then the silence was pierced by a hissing sound, as of angry 
snakes, as giant hailstones hurled themselves violently to earth. 


As each one touched it turned black, became instinct with life 
and slowly crawled away. 


Horror stalked naked. 


From the darkness boomed a voice. 


Se The forces of all evil 
are raining down upon the earth.” 


Terror sat upon my brow and paralysed my limbs. 
= as it began, the downpour ceased, the silent 
and vivid me 0 oo the noisome clouds lifted ; and white 
silver light, ss the Dome of Heaven blazed out the Cross in 


oa ` pe e ste a human form—Uranian Man— 
through hic EA shining face and eyes of Vision, piercing 
Sy veil of seeming to Reality beyond. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


[The name and address of the writer, not necessarily for publication, 
is required as evidence of bona fides, and must in every case 
accompany correspondence sent for insertion in the pages of 
the OccULT REVIEW.—ED.] 


PERSONALITY AND INDIVIDUALITY. 
To the Editor of the OccULT REVIEW. 


S1r,—In certain circles a great deal has been said lately about 
“ killing out the personality.” What do the speakers mean by this ? 
Do they mean the killing out of that which makes you You, and me 
Me? Or does it mean anything at all ? 


Each of us has our own personality which differs from that of 
anyone else. Even if you say you lift it to a higher ‘‘ plane’’ and 
re-christen it “‘individuality,’’ you cannot alter it. My Ego is not, 
and never can be, your Ego, as my Spirit is different from your Spirit. 
That which constitutes the ‘‘ Me-ness of me,’’ can never be the same 
as that which constitutes the “‘ You-ness of you.” You may raise 
the question to any height, or sink it to any depth you choose, the 
inherent difference can never be altered. 


We have been told by a great Mystic: ‘‘ There is one glory of the 
sun, and another of the moon, and another of the stars, but each 
differs from the others in glory.” But it would seem as if the modern 
idea is to make the glory of the moon as that of the sun, and the glory 
of the stars as that of the moon. 


I have been reading again the Voice of the Silence, and however 
much it may appeal to the Eastern mind, it has little appeal, as far 
as I can see, to the Western. ‘‘ Kill out the personality ” is repeated 
over and over again. Yet this is an impossibility. 


Personality corresponds to quantity, individuality to quality, and 
it is impossible to separate them one from the other. To postulate 
the one without the other is impossible. 


To me, whether physically, mentally, or spiritually, shall we 
say, colour and form appeal. It is the line upon which I go up. 
But you, this leaves cold, and your whole soul goes out in music, in 
sound, a world to me unknown. This is our individuality, our mental 
equipment. Music to me means nothing, colour to you even less. 
To a certain extent we may meet on form, but otherwise we are 
worlds apart, and this apartness is what makes each one of us a separate 
being. 

When we are told to kill out the lower parts of our nature, lust, 
selfishness, etc., the man in the street can understand, but when he 


is told “kill out personality,” what can he make of it? What, he 
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asks, would then remain of the world of men, with its glorious differ- 
ences, with its innumerable variations ? No; every good and perfect 
gift comes from the Father of All, and it is along its own lines, by 
its own roads, that each individual soul progresses, and it is by the 
cultivation and the intensifying of these that each reaches its highest 
point. Never can a man really lose his personality, so long as he 
functions in a body, and that gift given each man or woman at birth 
is his or hers alone, to be dedicated to the service of all, and to be 
held as a cherished possession. A world peopled by those who had 
killed out personality would be a dead world, a world without in- 


centive, a world of automata, all functioning and all living on the 
same dead level. 


As different as man is from woman, and as scientist is from artist» 
so different must personality and individuality remain, and so many 
must be the paths (to liberation if you will, but I would rather say to 
unity and integrality) each supplying a fraction of that which is 
needed to make a complete whole, the eye never saying to the hand : 


= no need of thee,” or the head to the foot, ‘‘I have no need 
of thee.” 


There are other statements of which I should like to speak if I 
had time and space, such as, for instance, the phrase, also from the 
Voice of the Silence, “ Kill out all memory of experiences.” Surely 
these memories are the stepping-stones on which we rise to higher 
things, and it is only by remembering them we avoid the mistakes we 
made before, and utilise their lessons to escape the disasters in which 
ka involved ourselves, and perhaps others in the past. It is only by 
earning that fire burns, that we know to keep our fingers out of it ; 


a : a weuld end ay 2 began, by urging a better definition of 

that before oe of what is meant when it is said 
= i ce e 

out personality.” pil can begin to tread the path he must “kill 


MAXWELL M. RUSSELL. 


BASEDEN BUTT’S “ BLAVATSKY.” 


Sir,—I hay , 
Pa € read Mr. Hare’s recent article ‘‘ More About Blavat- 
based. do 


l-known works, . 
© come to the point at 


T 
apprehended the trend of poe T believe that Mr. Hare has mis- 


Mr. Butt’s reasoning and conclusions as 
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regards the bona fides of H.P.B. I find it a little difficult to settle in 
my own mind whether Mr. Hare is adopting a careful, if not somewhat 
ostentatious pose of “‘ philosophic doubt,” or whether, au contraire, 
he may not prove to be, after all, one more to add to the list of H. P.B.’s 
detractors and veiled enemies. An explicit declaration from him 
would be of interest. 

However, it forms an essential method of Mr. Butt’s presentation 
of his subject to set forth all the arguments contra H.P.B., the genuine- 
ness of her phenomena, of her personal character and so forth, in 
anticipation of the points that might arise in the mind of his reader 
or be arrayed against her by her opponents. Mr. Hare uses a series 
(sixteen) of these arguments in such a manner as to convey to the 
reader of his article the (in my opinion) entirely unwarranted idea that 
Mr. Butt’s book, substantially, is designed to undermine H.P.B.’s 
reputation and position. Mr. Hare says, for example: ‘‘ Indeed the 
book may be construed into a subtle attack on H.P.B. by her most 
ardent friends if only from the freedom with which Mr. Butt has 
expressed his doubts.” (p. 243.) 


‘“‘ These sixteen dubia must suffice for the purpose of this short 
article. They will convince the reader that the author of this inter- 
esting book is by no means certain whether he is writing the history 
of a heroine or a pretender.” (p.245.) ~ 


“We think because we have ‘ psychic gifts’ that they testify to 
spirituality ; or because we have ‘ occult powers ’ that we may do what 
we like with them. And then, if we exploit both the ‘ gifts ’ and the 
‘ powers ’ to support our ascendency over our less gifted fellows, and, 
proud of our uniqueness, add much that is false to the little that is 
true, the crash inevitably comes.” (p. 247.) 


The last quotation has every appearance of being aimed at H.P.B. 
And, in any case, there can be no question as to the general effect 
of Mr. Hare’s present remarks, however he may decide eventually to 
qualify them. 

Now, there are two most important things about H.P.B. which 
appear to have been missed by virtually all her defenders and critics 
equally, and conspicuously by Mr. Loftus Hare. The first thing 
is, that the life history of H.P.B. is, from early years, that of an invalid. 
I have handled portraits (dated) taken of her at various times through- 
out her life, and there is written on her face, often that of a sick and 
suffering woman, the evident stigmata of heart and kidney trouble. 
Why is this very evident factor in H.P.B.’s life, with its necessary 
results upon her feelings and occasional behaviour, not taken into 
account by those who essay to sit in balanced judgment upon her ? 
Especially when to such a body is added the terrific strain of occult 
training and the mastery and manipulation of occult forces, from 
her first initiation until her death, 
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Secondly, the duality of the human soul peng Es: ie ioe 
as in the untrained man, should be recognised sai en a 2 es bs a 
Let me make this absolutely clear by the following ges i 
Mahatma K.H. (The Mahatma Letters, second edition, p. : 


t 


(1) An adept—the highest as the lowest—is one only during the 
exercise of his occult powers. 


“ (2) Whenever these powers are needed, the sovereign a apo 
the door to the inner man (the adept), who can emerge an = : — 
but on condition that his jailor—the outer man will*be-eit 1€ seer 
pletely or partially paralysed—as the case may require ; sea 
(a) mentally and physically; (b) mentally—but = Pa $i 
(c) physically—but not entirely mentally ; (d) neither— 
akasic film interposed between the outer and the inner man. 


“ (3) The smallest exercise of occult powers then, as yo E 
now see, requires an effort. We may compare it to the inner rr ~ 
effort of an athlete preparing to use his physical strength. As nd 
athlete is likely to be always amusing himself at swelling his ee pa 
anticipation of having to lift a weight, so no adept can be npp a 
keep his will in constant tension and the inner man in full function, 
when there is no immediate necessity for it. When the inner an 
rests the adept becomes an ordinary man, limited to his sete 
senses and the functions of his physical brain. Habit sharpens the 
intuitions of the latter, yet is unable to make them te OTE 
The inner adept is ever ready, ever on the alert, and that suffices or 
Our purposes. At moments of rest then, his faculties are at rest also. 

Apply these considerations to H 
argument previous] 
tolerance and unde 
kindliness—will ap 


.P.B.’s life, with an eye to the 
y adduced, and anyone guided by the spirit of 
tstanding—not to speak of common charity and 
preciate the position—and her—as never before. 
And now to Mr. Butt (p. 222) : 

“Perhaps the worst of 
too much and took too lit 


Well! . .. May none of us ever have worse accusations levelled 
at us ! 


all her faults (my italics) was that she ate 
tle exercise,” 


Mr. Butt will pardon me if I at once remark that this aversion to 
exercise—apart from any other re 


asons—is the hall-mark of a certain 
type of heart trouble. And as to H.P.B. being a pig (!), consider the 
pat quoted from the Countess Wachtmeister’s Reminiscences 
P. 22): 


“ The descriptio; 


- y will serve to give an idea of the 
routine of her life at this time. 
the servant comin 


: At six o'clock I was awakened by 
ant o 8 with a cup of coffee for Madame Blavatsky, who, 
after this slight refreshment, rose 

was at her desk 


; and dressed, and by seven o'clock 
i the sitting-room, 


n of a single da 
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“ She told me that this was her invariable habit, and that breakfast 
would be served at eight. After breakfast she settled herself at her 
writing desk and the day’s work began in earnest. At one o'clock 
dinner was served, whereupon I rang a small hand-bell to call H.P.B. 
Sometimes she would come in at once, but at other times her door 
would remain closed hour after hour, until our Swiss maid would 
come to me, almost with tears in her eyes, to ask what was to be 
done about Madame’s dinner, which was either getting cold or dried 
up, burnt and utterly spoiled. At last H.P.B, would come in weary 
with so many hours of exhausting labour and fasting ; then another 
dinner would be cooked, or I would send to the hotel to get her some 
nourishing food.” 


If it be argued that H.P.B. ate unwisely, I agree. She took no 
interest in food ; she was at the mercy of her friends and their cooks, 
she ate what was put before her—and she suffered accordingly. But 
she was no gourmand. Speaking from personal experience of meals 
at the headquarters in Avenue Road, in the old days, I can testify 
that in the times immediately following H.P.B.’s decease the food 
usually provided was unappetising, largely indigestible, and such that 
gormandising would be a physical impossibility. To suppose that 
H.P.B. overate on that stuff is silly, and to assert it, idiotic. And no 
evidence has been offered to substantiate the accusation at other 
places and times. 


Finally, Mr. Baseden Butt, in discussing The Mahatma Letters, 
has this to say (p. 218) : 


“‘ On reading these letters one feels more than ever that the theory 
of fraud is not only inadequate, but incredible. No finer vindication 
of Madame Blavatsky can be imagined than these two volumes of 
letters.” 


I must apologise for the length of this communication. But the 
subject is important, and I think H.P.B.’s standing and reputation 
deserve and require that all ambiguities about her should, so far asis 
possible in the nature of the case, be definitely and adequately cleared 
up, even if in that process other people suffer to some slight degree. 

Yours very truly, 
C. H. COLLINGS. 


BIBLE PROPHECIES. 
To the Editor of the OccuLT REVIEW. 


Sir,—It is with great reluctance that I enter the lists on this 
occasion, but I feel, as does Mr. Wynn, that “the issue is a grave 


” 


one. 


Mr. Walter Wynn and others of the “‘ literalist ° school of Bible 
and Pyramidical interpretation seem singularly oblivious not only 
of the inconsistency of their attitude, but also of the grave responsi- 
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bility they are incurring by endeavouring to withdraw our minds 


from Spiritual values and to focus them on material and outward 
things. 


If the prophecies (as interpreted by these materialists) of the Bible 
and the Pyramid are to be literally fulfilled, no matter how any or all 
of us may act im the meantime, then they will be, and that’s that! 
But why all this fuss about it ? Why all this advertising in the daily 
press? Why this almost rabid antagonism to a more spiritual aspect? 


If, on the other hand, their interpretations of the symbols and 
prophecies should turn out to be wrong (and I suppose even Mr. Wynn 
does not claim infallibility), and should it perchance prove that we 
ought to have been seeing to our soul’s true welfare instead of letting 
our minds dwell on pretty mental pictures of what we would like to 
happen to us, what will be the judgment against those who have tried 
to withdraw us from the quest of inner things, and to captivate our 
minds with their problematical and conflicting theories. 


“The Kingdom of God is within,” said the One whom Mr. Wynn 
claims to serve. He also said: ‘‘ What shall it profit a man if he 
gain the whole world and lose his own soul?” Surely even a literalist 
cannot evade the challenge of these words. Truly Paul of Tarsus 


uttered a great truth when he stated that “the letter killeth, but 
the spirit giveth life ”’ ! 


és an = whole of the New Testament abounds in testimony 
ns wie that nas Christ was first and foremost concerned with 
will ar = s; and the Soulic Realm, as probably Mr. Wynn 

see nothing whatever to do with the establishment of 
any outer “ kingdom ” upon the earth, except in so far as such may 


come out through the awakening t i iritual 
life by individual men and =À = See 


aoe is apparently more of a publicist eager to attract a 
his Ukara than a priest concerned with the welfare of souls, or 
the way to Se = found to deal more with the showing of 
not, now or at an arate which is within the soul, and which is 
incidentall y time in the future, to be found outside it. And, 


letter in See e at Anna Kingsford contained in his 
; IEW recently ought > sufficient indica- 
tion to most of us of TESS 7 ght to be sufficient indica 


In conclusi th which he is afflicted. 

us 

that the Pramit Se ar that I do not for a moment dispute 
aims messages in terms of chronology, in addition 


to the preservatio 
n of i ; > 
mysteries of the soul, sublime symbolism expressing the eternal 
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who are not hidebound by literalism. It is for such that the suggestion 
is put forward, for I do not suppose it will appeal to Mr. Wynn or 
those who follow blindly in his wake. 
Yours faithfully, 
THEANA, 


“UNASKED FOR APPORTS.” 
To the Editor of the OccuLT REVIEW. 


S1r,—The article by Mr. Grahame Houblon in a recent number on 
“ Unasked for Apports,” is interesting. It is also tantalizing in that 
the writer begins by speaking of his elemental as being “ peculiarly 
malevolent,” yet tells us nothing of the nature of this being except to 
quote two instances of distinct benevolence. I am sure that I am only 
one of many readers who would be glad to hear more of this elemental, 
more especially since contact between these rather mysterious beings 
and man is not common. 

For myself I have never had personal experience of an elemental, 
but an odd thing which happened years ago, and which at the time was 
a complete mystery to us, was probably an elemental manifestation. 
At the time I was living alone on an orange grove in South Florida. 
One fine summer night a friend was due to supper. He was a big, 
red-haired, unimaginative Scot, an excellent good fellow. He arrived 
with his pony dripping and himself in a queer and unusual state of 
excitement. After some pressing he described how, while riding across 
an open space in the pine woods, his pony, usually the quietest of 
creatures, shied violently and next tried to turn and bolt. 

Then he saw in the centre of the clearing a spire of grey mist which 
seemed to be seven or eight feet in height. The night was clear and 
star-lit, and on the 27th parallel of North latitude the stars on a clear 
night are very brilliant. He himself was conscious of a sudden and 
uncomfortable sense of panic. The column of mist was so solid, so 
utterly uncanny, and appeared to be revolving. It was not smoke but 
mist. 

After watching it for a few moments panic mastered him, and turn- 
ing his pony out of the clearing, he gained the track, when the pony 
fairly bolted. 

Yours faithfully, 
T. C. BRIDGES. 


(Other correspondence is unavoidably held over through lack of space.) 
—Ed 
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PROFESSOR SORLEY’S Ethical Reflections on Theology in the fore- 
front of THE HIBBERT JOURNAL are areview of the ‘‘ plan of salvation ” 
according to the Canons of the Council of Trent, the Thirty-nine Articles 
and the Westminster Confession of Faith, for the purpose of ascer- 
taining the ethical values of certain fundamental doctrines involved 
thereby. It is recognised at the outset that the formule contained 
in these official documents are not unlikely to be regarded as antiquated 
and effete ; but on this account precisely it is good to meet with them 
again in a brief and very clear summary, at once reasonably sympathetic 
and just a little detached. One has travelled so far in thought and 
even in research, one has dwelt, as from time immemorial, amidst so 
many issues, that to look back in this manner for a moment seems less 
in the direction of things that were taught oneself than to what was 
once believed in Babylon or even in fabled Atlantis. If at this day 
they are imposed on the Roman communion while they are shelved 
in crypts at Canterbury, these facts bring home to us the utter un- 
reality of official religious belief at two predominant centres, and of 
this also it is good to be reminded when occasion serves. For the 
rest, when Professor Sorley points out that Original Sin and the Fall 
are no longer serious history, but that they are doctrines fundamental 
in the system to which they belong, and that with their disappear- 
ance the system must be itself transformed, we agree, of course, but 
remembering inwardly that the real question is whether all shall go, 
mee than be changed. We may be disposed also to agree that it is 
k meaa unethical ”—but also “‘ a natural consequence of the 
Taditional forensic theory of the Atonement ”—to hold that ‘‘ the 
sins of one man may bemade up for . . . by the good deeds of another,” 
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the sects united. In the present article New Testament passages 
relating to the union and drawn from both sides are tabulated at some 
length, and there is a further development of views on the rival 
Passion stories, in one of which Jesus is said to have been stoned and 
in the other crucified, as seen in our previous notice. There is also 
an attempt to distinguish two groups in the narratives of Jesus- 
apparitions after the Resurrection. The hypothesis as a whole is 
original and in many respects notable, but we cannot see that it is led 
towards demonstration, as the author’s hope expressed it at the starting 
point. It is possible, however, that other articles will follow. . . 
Perhaps more remarkable still is a long study in French on Jesus 
Barabbas by P. L. Couchaud and R. Stahl. It points out that the 
robber released to the Jews by Pilate bore in his name the Divine title 
of Jesus Bar-Abba, Son of the Father, and considers various problems 
and speculative questions arising from this fact, together with the old 
collateral tradition that Simon of Cyrene was crucified in place of 
Christ. It is impossible to summarise the thesis in this place, how- 
ever briefly ; those who read for themselves will find that the French 
writers postulate two sects in early Christendom, and they are almost 
identical with those of the Swedish Professor. One is represented by 
the Fourth Gospel, conceiving Jesus as Son of the Father and one with 
God; for the other Jesus was the Jewish Messiah, and it is proposed 
that we owe the Barabbas story to this sect. It was devised to show 
that the Messianic Jesus was crucified for the world’s sake, fulfilling 
all the prophecies, and not the false Jesus who was identified with 
God. Itis true that the Barabbas story appears in all the gospels, but 
in the fourth it is a manifest interpolation. 


In the new issue of PsycueE Professor Pierre Janet’s ‘‘ Social Excita- 
tion in Religion ’’ is of much interest, not indeed on account of his view 
that the excitation which men find in religion is perhaps its chief raison 
d'être, but because of his Salpêtrière patient, Madeleine, whose strange 
story is told with such evident sympathy. Of the two other articles 
which stand forth prominently, one is by Mr. H. J. Massingham on 
‘The Spirit of Buddhism,” and it seems to us the best historical 
monograph which we have met with on the subject. The other con- 
tains Dr. William McDougall’s hostile survey and judgment of Margery 
and her alleged mediumship. There is no question that it must be 
reckoned with by those on the side of the defence, which does not mean 
that we who read at a distance are convinced on our part: we hold 
and can hold no brief whatever, for or against, though it may be that, 
so far and still, we are more disposed tentatively towards those who 
accept the phenomena than those who reject them utterly. It is 
obviously impossible to marshal Dr. McDougall’s arguments and 
criticisms in this place ; we can say only that ‘‘ Margery cannot have 
produced all her effects by means of trickery without some conniv- 
ance from her husband.” These are the words of our critic, and this 
is how his case stands; it must be left to those whom it concerns. 
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Meanwhile Dr. Mark W. Richardson produces further evidence bearing 
upon materialisation at the Margery séances in a recent issue of the 
American Society’s JOURNAL, and we do not see that Dr. McDougall’s 
hypothesis of fraudulent ectoplasm is otherwise than out of court. 
The testimony is to that of the Schneider-like “‘ strong and multiple 
efforts to carry out the idea of hand formation ” in what is called “‘ the 
field of activity.” The account is accompanied by photographs, one 
of which is remarkable. We have to note also Dr. Tillyard’s further 
reference to Margery ectoplasmic material in the current issue of 
THE BRITISH JOURNAL OF PSyCHICAL RESEARCH. 


Were it needful to follow the itinerary of the Theosophical party 
which is now on its progress through America we should have to seek 
our knowledge outside the official magazines devoted to the movement. 
Recently we have heard mainly about the ‘‘ Lecture Route ” of Mrs. 
Besant, beginning at Ojai in California on October rst and planned to 
Leah conclude at New York on November the 18th, the return voyage to 
al England being fixed to begin on the 2oth of that month. In weeks 
preceding these America had a fair opportunity to make acquaintance 
with Mr. Krishnamurti, the alleged “ vehicle” of the alleged coming 
Messiah, but authoritative particulars are few, and all reports wanting. 
Ina spirit of detachment, as of things that signify little, THE MESSENGER 
of Chicago mentions false assertions concerning him and sharp criti- 
ee the part of the public press, there and here in the States, but 
also “sensible comment.” Tue NATIONAL SPIRITUALIST, published 
in the same city, and concerned of course with a distinct group of 
interests, is detached after another manner and, though not without 
pee ai is clear and decisive on its own first-hand impressions. 
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Christmas Presents 


HEROES OF OLD INDIA. By Percy PIGOTT. 
Illustrated by S. Drigin. Cr. 4to, 10 x 7} inches. 
10s. 6d. net. 


These stories of Rama, Sita, Yudishthira, Krishna, the 
Buddha and other sages and heroes of the East form an ideal 
present. The book is splendidly printed and bound, and the 
four magnificent pictures are mounted and bound in the text. 


A SPIRITUAL ANTHOLOGY: Collected from 
the Works of Robert Browning. By H. 
A. PERCIVAL. F’cap 4to, 8} x 64 inches. 
Paper 2s. 6d. net. 


Every one of these extracts starts the reader on a train of 
thought which is at once stimulating and profound. The book 
is finely printed and artistically produced. 


FROM ATLANTIS TO THAMES. By W. P. 
Ryan. Demy 8vo, 83 x 5} inches. 6s. net. 

An epic drama of a visionary character written with subtle 

imagination and with exquisite poetic feeling. Printed in 


Garamond type and well bound, this book is one which is a 
pleasure to handle and to read. 


AN ASTROLOGICAL CALENDAR. 2s. net. 


This possesses not only an artistic, but also an intellectual 
interest which have given it immediate success as a gift at this 
season. The usual almanac for 1927 is attached by a ribbon 
to a bevelled card seven inches square on which is a beautiful 
design in colours and gold of the signs of the Zodiac. 


New Books out this Month 


THE ASTRAL BODY. By A. E. POWELL. 
Demy 8vo, tos. 6d. net. 


THE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF RELIGION IN CHINA. 


New Edition. By W. J. CLENNELL, 
Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. net. 

THE TEMPLE OF LABOUR. By Maup MACCARTHY. 
Crown 8vo, paper, 3s. net. Cloth, 4s. 6d. net. 

STUDIES IN SYMBOLOGY. By R. A. LIDSTONE. 


With over sixty diagrams. Demy 8vo, 7s. 6d. net. 


The Theosophical Publishing House, Ltd. 
38, GREAT ORMOND STREET - LONDON, W.C. 
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phical Society and a Theosophical Movement, the truth about Soma- 
genesis, and the problem of evil regarded in the light of reincarna- 
tion ; but as to Mrs. Besant, she might have never been shown upon 
“the screen of time,” and as to the Hindu prophet, the “lives of 
Alcyone ” might have culminated never in ‘‘ Krishnaji.”’ There is 
complete silence, as of those who have deaf ears or are content to wait 
till a delusion has worked itself out. On our own part we are willing 
Hat to be counted among those who place on record, even if a point of 
iN comment is irresistible from time to time. In this sense we learn with 
13i satisfaction that Mr. Krishnamurti’s ‘‘ favourite poets” are Keats 
and Shelley, though it is on the authority of a mere reporter, but we > 
question whether he should be at the pains of reading Voltaire, unless 

it is after the same manner that Mrs. Browning’s Aurora Leigh 

“ brushed with extreme flounce the circle of the sciences.” A con- 


sideration of Hegelian dialectic might be commended to him tenta- 
tively, and with a certain caution. 


Mr. C. Nelson Stewart, writing in THE THEOSOPHICAL REVIEW, 
appears to suggest that the first Lord Lytton’s ZANONI was a kind of 
text-book for the Theosophical Society in its early days. We remember 
those days well, and can endorse the notion, If an inquirer came along 
who was new to all the subjects, the most likely question was whether 
he had read Zanoni and was drawn to that romance ; an affirmative 
answer was held to Suggest that the paths of occultism might prove 
paths for him ; but if he could not read the story or had conceived an 
aversion for it, then it was antecedently unlikely that he had any > 
election within him to the occult subject. However this may be, 
shi is too false in sentiment and fictitious in story, too much of 

e pinchbeck order, to bear a second reading, or such at least is the 
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THE INTERNATIONAL PSYCHIC GAZETTE 


The Monthly Home Magazine of Spiritual- 
-o ism and Psychical Research. Price 6d. 


from all newsagents, or from the publishers 
copy. (Post Free 7/- per annum) : 


INTERNATIONAL PSYCHIC GAZETTE, LIMITED, 
69, High Holborn, London, W.C.1 


FREE—tThis startling Booklet 
“MASTERY OF DESTINY” 


This remarkable illustrated booklet points the way to your true Kingdom of Life 
as revealed in the age-old Rosicrucian Teachings. It draws the veil from the infinite 
realm of mind and spirit and explains how you may assume command over the cosmic 
forces that materialize success, happiness, health. If you would free yourself from 
doubt, fear, worry, ill-health and all the shackles of the material world, you should send 
for “Mastery of Destiny ” to-day and learn how you may receive personal instruction 
by correspondence in the Rosicrucian Teachings. 


free sample 


SOCIETAS ROSICRUCIANA IN AMERICA, Dept. 3, 
P.O. Box 420, CITY HALL STATION, NEW YORK, N.Y., U.S.A. 


. . 

Spirit Messages 

For all who seek first-hand 
evidence on this great question, 
‘Responda ” offers a ready means 
of private investigation. It is just 
a lettered card, and a pendulum so 
quickly responsive that practically 
every earnest enquirer gets results. 
Known mediumistic power is not 
essential to its successful operation, 
but any latent  ‘‘ sensitiveness” 
there may be will develop with 
practice. 

“Wonderful Results” 

Mrs. K. B., K ensington, ordering 
for a friend, writes: “ Please send 
a ‘ Responda’? to——. I, who write, 
have had wonderful results with it, 
and have told many.” 


“RESPONDA” 


The Talking Card and Pendulum 

May be used for receiving messages 
from the Unknown, or for experi- 
ments in Mental Radio and develop- 
ment of the telepathic faculty. 

Heavy Gilt-edged Bevelied Card 
with Pendulum complete, price 
3s.6d., post paid3s.8d. Continental 
orders, post paid, 4s. 2d. Canada 
and U.S.A., post paid, 1 dollar. 

Direct only from 


R. A. ROBSON, 


Dept. O.R. 
21 Fairfax Rd.,London,W.4,Eng, 


Cloth, Cro.8vo, Price 5/- net. Postage 4d, 


SOME MINOR 
WORKS OF 
RICHARD ROLLE 


together with the Privity of the 
Passion of St. Bonaventura. 


Edited with an Introduction by GERAL- 
DINE HODGSON, Author of “ English 
Mystics,” “ Early English Instructions 
and Devotions.” x 

“These minor works, now issued for 
thé first time, have the fragrance of all 
the best mystical writings, and are marked 
by the shrewd and robust sense which 
characterizes Rolle’s other books. It is 
well worth while to rescue them from 
oblivion.”— The Times. 


SECOND EDITION. 
Cloth,Cr.8vo. Price5/-net. Postage 5d. 


THE DARK NIGHT 
OF THE SOUL 


By SAN JUAN DE LA CRUZ (St. John 
of the Cross). Done into English by 
GABRIELA CUNNINGHAME GRAHAM. 

“ Mrs. Cunninghame Graham is greatly 
to be felicitated on her translation of 
this masterpiece of mystical writing. It 
has not been merely well done and lovingly 
done; it has been done with a touch of 
genius which has known how to conserve 
much of the savour of the Spanish 
original.” 


Catalogues issued, new and second hand. 


, W.C. 2. 
John DE WARIS, 21 Cecil Court. 
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errors overlooked in earlier editions ; (2) mistakes arising from the 
fact that the original MS. had not been “‘ properly prepared ” for press, 
including, as we presume, the verification of quotations in foreign 
languages. As regards the fourth volume, only a few pages were 
found, but it is thought that it was intended to contain the E. S. In- 
structions of H. P. B., and they were added to the third volume. 
The mendacious charge has been repeated so often in print and by word 
of mouth that we are glad to do what is possible on our own part 
that it may be put to silence henceforth and for ever. Mr. Pryse 
states further that the work of revision fell chiefly upon Mr. Mead, 


who “deserves the gratitude of all discriminating readers of THE 
SECRET DOCTRINE.” 


We learn from Tuzosopuy IN INDIA that the next Theosophical 
Convention will be held at Benares, but the dates will be published 
later. THE TuEosopnist has articles on the “ penal theory ” of 
Karma, which is rejected ; on the philosophy of the fourth dimension, 
which affirms in one patagraph that space is consciousness and in 
another that we are ‘‘ never conscious of space’’; on “‘ the service 
of Wagner to the worlds,” he being “‘ one of the Great Company of 
Pioneers?” : it is rather a hectic panegyric. .. . THE CANADIAN 
THEOsoPHIST has some plain words on “‘ the abracadabra and jargon 
of the professional occultist,”’ and thereafter affirms that the preten- 
sions of the “‘ Messiah craze ” and its leaders “ have been adequately 
and thoroughly disposed of,” but by whom and where it is not our 
good fortune to learn. Mrs. Besant was to speak at Toronto a fort- 


hight after these remarks were published over the signature of a writer 
in Vancouver, so ther 


£ r e may have been an opportunity for their 
Scussion and that of other debatable points. 


THE SPECULATIVE MASON has several articles of moment in its 
ast two issues, while its N 


ood ; otes from the Master’s Chair continue to be 
s neoe as they were in those earlier days when it was called THE 
and oe see the account of Knights Templar carvings 
Symbols on the walls of the Castle of Chinon where some of the 


range, soon after he landed in 
The evidence of this claim does not 


b 
of the subject migh 


All Freemasons should take 


The Speculative Mason 


(Formerly The Co-Mason.) 
CONTENTS FOR JULY AND OCTOBER. 


The York MSS, 
The Pillars. 
The Starry Spheres. 


The new MASONIC ENCYCLOPAEDIA is free to subscribers. 
Annual Subscription, 8/8 post free. Single Copy, 2/2 post free. 


Office: 1 Springfield Road, N.W.8, & Fowler's, Ludgate Circus, E.C.4 
THE HERALD OF THE STAR 


The International Organ of the Star in the East. 
A monthly survey of the idealistic movement of our times: Social, 
Educational, Religious, Humanitarian, etc. 
is conspicuous among contemporary 
periodicals for its loftiness of tone and the largeness of its outlook. 
Price 1/- (posted 1/2). Annual subscription 12/- (postage 1/6 extra). 
Annually 3 dollars 50 cents posted. 


Specimen copy free on application. 


“The Herald of the Star” 


U.S.A.—Single copies 25 cents. 


Published at the office of the 
HERALD OF THE STAR, 6 Tavistock Square, London, W.C.1 
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SPECTACLES CANNOT CURE 
EYE DEFECTS, 
MEDICINES ARE INEFFECTIVE. 
OPERATIONS ARE DANGEROUS. 
You realise how precious is good eyesight, 
and the importance of treating your eyes, 
if at all affected, in the right way. The 
right—the rational way—is the Neu-Vita 
gentle, safe method of Eye-massage which 
is giving wonderful relief to hundreds of 
eye-sufferers every day, simply by gentle 
manipulations over the closed eyelid. 


THIS METHOD MAKES WEAK 
EYES STRONG. 


A five-minutes’ daily self home-treatment, 
as described in our Book on the Eyes. 
accomplishes on Nature’s own plan where 
eyeglasses, medicine and surgery have 


failed. This rs. book is being given 
ores each month, at cost, so that the 
c 


public may learn the right treatment. 

Write for a copy now and open your eyes. 

Simply send your full name and address 

with 4 stamps (6 foreign, if abroad) to 
NEU-VITA (Dept, C.12), 

4.78, Central Bdgs., London Bridge, 
London; S.E.1, England. 

(Copyright). 
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Orangeism. 
The Old Catechisms, 
The Four Sons of Aymon, 


RUDOLF STEINER HALL, 
33 Park Road, Clarence Gate, N.W. 1. 


THE DANGERS 
OF SPIRITUALISM 


‘« The True Path of Spiritual Development "’ 
and 
‘©The True Relation of the Living to the 
Dead.” 


TWO PUBLIC LECTURES 
By GEORGE KAUFMANN, M.A.Cantab. 
CuarrMan—D. N. DUNLOP, Eso. 
Mondays, 6th and 13th Dec., at 8.15 p.m, 


Admission Free. Collection for expenses. 


Mrs. RANSOME, the well-known Healer 
and Psychic, gives Me dical Diagnosis 
and Psychometrical Readings from 
small articles, relating to general and 
other matters, 5s. Absent Treatment. 
Highly recommended. 86, Lynd- 
hurst Road, Hove, Sussex. 


GHOST STORIES, 2,000 words each, 
urgently required. For full par- 
ticulars write Messrs. ARTHUR 
STOCKWELL, Ltd., 29, Ludgate 
Hill, London. MSS. other descrip- 
tions invited ; also Music, Lyrics 
and Songs, No reading fees. 


REVIEWS 


Omar KHAYYAM, THE Port. By T. W. Weir. London: John 
Murray (Wisdom of the East Series). Price, 3s. 6d. net. 


This little book consists of the Rubaiyat in Heron Allen’s translation, 
together with interspersed notes, comments, and biographical details by 
Dr. Weir. In Appendices are added Avicenna’s poem on the soul, and 
specimen verses by Persian poets on the mystic wine and in a pessimistic 
vein. It will be seen that Dr. Weir’s share in the book is very small, but 
he should get full credit for the arrangement of the matter and for his own 
notes. By means of the plan which he has adopted he has admirably 
succeeded in conveying the atmosphere of the period and in giving us the 
maximum of accurate information with the minimum of fuss. 


THEODORE BESTERMAN, 


TOWARDS THE ANSWER : A Study of the Riddle of the Universe. By 


C. R. Boyd Freeman. Ripley, Derbyshire: J. S. Reynolds, 
I, Church Street. 


Mr. FREEMAN thinks that, in spite of the interest that the riddle of the 
Universe has for the human mind, the number of books in which a formal 
statement of it has been essayed is relatively small. His own modest 
effort Towards the Answer is by no means devoid of interest. The 
author is a rationalist, and, whilst he makes no claim to having supplied 
the answer to the riddle, he does (tacitly, atany rate) hold that there is one 
answer. His philosophy does not contemplate the possibility that there 
may be as Many answers as there are minds in which the Universe exists. 
He is keenly critical—and perhaps not unjustly—of religious creeds, 
but he is not an intolerant critic of those attempts to answer the riddle 
that his own mind rejects. For example, he does not brush aside the whole 
of Spiritualism as humbug, but thinks that telepathy between human minds 
is adequate to explain its more startling and well-attested phenomena ; 
and, whilst unable to find here or elsewhere any demonstration of the per- 
sistence of human personality beyond bodily death, he does not deny that 
there may be an after life. 
ae pins his faith to the method cf science, but he points out 
<n Steele in the last resort on the human senses, and these are 
KRATA both qualitatively and quantitatively. Indeed he considers 
no's paradoxes clearly demonstrate the existence of the Unknown, 
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and, whether a book is the confession of faith of a thoughtful agnostic, 
than the author m e thinks he knows more about the Universe 
practical conclusion thet S will find the volume of interest. 


The author’s 


Ane be our chief aint appiness, Wisdom and Strength, ever increasing, 
ssent, 


in life, is one from which few readers, if any, will 


H. S. REDGROVE. 
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Ancients, made up as Pendants, 
Brooches, Rings, Pins, Bracelets, etc. 
Designs and Estimates sent on receipt 
of particulars of requirements. If 
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THE Door oF BEyonpD. By Gladys St.John Loe. London: Gerald 
Duckworth & Co., Ltd. Price 5s. net. 


THE writer of this little psychic romance has, we believe, gained her public 
by means of fiction of a somewhat different order. She tells us, in a very 
friendly and candid Preface, that the plot of this book forced itself upon 
her mind, and, as it were, gave her no choice but to write it down, as it was 
presented to her. 

The said plot, at first glance, seems little more than a variant of Rud- 
yard Kipling’s The Brushwood Boy. But there are developments—not 
to say embellishments !—unknown to that little masterpiece. Julian, Miss 
John Loe’s hero, does indeed, meet, recognise and eventually marry, the 
girl whose bodiless dream-presence has haunted him from early childhood ; 
but their union is merely the prelude to psychic happenings of a far less 
agreeable kind, and it is not until both of them have been grievously 
vexed by manifestations of the powers of malignant evil that the happiness 
is attained and (to quote the final sentence of the novel) “ the Door of 
Beyond shut fast.” 

This dim tale of ghosts and bodies and the conflict between the sensual 
and the spiritual forces in human nature has some graceful touches ; and 
the adventures of Julian, the hero, in one 
afford Miss St. John Loe scope for the 
delights to paint, 


love entanglement and another, 
kind of picture her facile pen 


G. M. H. 


Tue History oF WITCHCRAFT AND DEMONOLOGY. By Montague 

Summers. London: Kegan Paul. Price r2s. 6d. net. 
MR. MONTAGUE SUMMERS makes so many apologies for his book in the 
Introduction to it that it seems almost ungracious to venture a criticism. 
But Mr. Summers shall speak for himself. This is his opinion of the witch 
= = really was : an evil liver ; a social pest and a parasite ; a devotee 
= oathly and obscene creed ; an adept at poisoning, blackmail, and 
iain a » @ member of a powerful secret organisation 
dia vince oe and State; a blasphemer in word and deed ; swaying 
times - > si error and superstition ; a charlatan and a quack some- 
cata Gein S a anagoma, the dark counsellor of lewd court ladies 
battening u AR m ` » a minister to vice and inconceivable corruption ; 
accuse the SS x f th and foulest passions of the age.” Well, we cannot 
not even a Se f vigour, but does he prove his case ? He does 
disquisitions a s is few chapters consist mainly of long theological 
he hardly ever uses a n om the strictest Roman Catholic point of view; 
Tidicule. In short eee Catholic authority except for purposes of 
Mr. Summers has therein ee iS Void to all but the strict Catholic. 
even valuable book. b ore written a very interesting, and in some respects 

Perhaps the Seen ee not a scientific one. : 

ism is nothing less than ee conclusion is that modern spirit- 
allusions to characters Wreckes craft in disguise. We have mysterious 
unspeakable orgies in heavil A ai of people led to moral downfall, 
devotees of this mra m aped rooms, etc., etc., practised by the 
The reader will judge for ina e Are we to take this seriously ? 


THEODORE BESTERMAN. 
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NumeroLocy Up To DATE : A Key to Your Fate. By Kareu Adams, 
London: Herbert Jenkins, Ltd. Price 2s. net. 


As the author of this handbook reminds us in her Introduction, “ New 
methods are needed to apply old beliefs and new ways must be. found to 
utilise old knowledge.” The line she has taken to accomplish this, in 
the case of Numerology, may or may not have found favour with the Greek 
philosopher ; but we do not doubt that it will appeal to a considerable 
number of English and American readers to-day. 

An opening dissertation on the psychological significance of numbers 
is followed by chapters on the method of reducing the personal name to 
its equivalent symbolic number, the importance of the numerical value 
of the date of birth and place of residence and the influence of various 
numbers—that is to say, of the vibrations evoked by them—on love and 
matriage, choosing a career, success and failure, and so on. 

These vibrations seem to have far-reaching, and, to a mere outside 
judgment, arbitrary effects. Every day in the year has its own vibrations, 
and the enthusiastic Numerologist will doubtless regulate his life and 
actions according to what is aptly called “ the Numerological Calendar.” 

Quite a marvellous amount of information has been pressed into this 
cheap little book. The type is good and the paper “jacket ” distinctly 
attractive. 


G. M. H. 


RITUAL AND BELIEF IN Morocco. By Edward Westermarck. Lon- 
don: Macmillan & Co. Price 50s. net. 


It is now well known how Dr. Westermarck, as a comparatively young 
man, gained an international reputation with his history of human marriage; 
how, thereafter, he desired to study in person those customs about which 
he had written so learnedly ; atid how he went Eastward via Morocco, 
but never went any further, finding in that half-civilised, half-barbarous, 


and at that time largely sava 
ge country, as much as any man could ho 
to study thoroughly in a lifetime. K a £ 


Since then Dr W estermarck h: i 
. ass 4 
pent altogether seven y ears ın 


: ontain the result of his notes made during that 
aerate, ara name is sufficient guarantee that the reader will 
brilliance eas te based on the most carefully collected evidence, and 
ies hai Sar t joined to the most solid learning. It must suffice 
Tepara neS ese covers are discussed almost every aspect of religion 
the a taco 144-147) to witchcraft (i. 570-579), from 
and from the evil eye d eams (ii. 46-57) to the belief in jinn (i. 262-390), 
(ii 434-560). Ye (l. 414-478) to rites and beliefs connected with death 


THEODORE BESTERMAN. 
Maort Sympo i 
Rake Preface pA ` ie from the evidence of Hohepa Te 
- ir William A ; 
$ Kegan Paul. Price 2Is, net. rbuthnot Lane. London 
MONG the Maori 
it is to transmit from pn told, there are persons of high rank whose duty 
These traditions kakt Ges to generation the traditions of the race. 
migration of the Maori thei omen parts, dealing with the origin and 
ree health and race culture, their social organisa- 
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7s. Gd. net. 
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Daily Chronicle. 


London: 
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tion, their agriculture and building, constituting in effect a reconstruction 
of the original New Zealand Maori civilisation. Miss Rout sets forth in 
her book the body of these traditions communicated to her by one of 
the Maori nobles. To what extent we can attach credence to these tradi- 
tions as being accurate it is of course impossible for us to judge ; but that 
they are very interesting is without doubt. =F 
Here, for instance, is the tradition of Maori migration. They originated 
in Assyria, and the time occupied by their movement was as follows: 
Migration from Assyria to Mexico 


300 years 
Occupation of Mexico 


is et ee 
Migration to Peru and life there 1,850 -—- <5 
Migration to New Zealand 300-55 


” 


Occupation of New Zealand to date 1,300 

That is, a total of 5,950 years. To this must be added 700 years spent 

before leaving Assyria, and a tot 

The grand total of nearl 

preceded the animals) 
ance. 


al 12,150 years of pre-human evolution. 
y 19,000 years of human evolution (for a first man 
, compares not unfavourably with the Biblical allow- 


THEODORE BESTERMAN, 


THE GOSPEL or BUDDHA According to Old Records. Told by Paul 
Carus. Open Court Publishing Company, Chicago. $1.00. 


THIS revised edition of a deservedly popular rendering of the life and 


the gospel of Buddha by Professor Carus is making many more friends 
for Buddhism, The ma 


jor part of the volume is closely rendered from 
varlous sources, from the old B 


suddhist canon, and a great many passages 
are copies as literally as the divergence in the various languages will 
allow, though some Passages have been given somewhat freely to keep 
them intelligible to 


modern readers, A few have been rearranged and 
some slightly abbreviated. 


First we are told how 


Prince Siddhartha became the Buddah ; 
next of the found 


è ation of the kingdom of righteousness, to the consolida- 
tion of Buddha’s religion. Then we come to the study of Buddha as the 


Teacher, with his parable and stories, created in his never-ending diffculty 


of trying to tell what he knew, in terms of this world, to his simple 
followers, 


Tables of refere 
series of paralle 
interest to the 
acquainted w 


nce give the exact Sources, together with an interesting 
l passages from Christian books, which is of the highest 
reader educated in the Christian faith and now becoming 


1 ith Buddhism for the first time. He will also welcome the 
Best of names and terms in his endeavour to comprehend the almost 
ntranslatable psychic values of Eastern thought. Previous editions of 
this notable volume have 


bee wA h Es ists th in 
the East and the West. see ended highly oe 


W. G. RAFFE. 
THE Prorits OF 


Author, P 
Tuts “essay in e 
investigation into 
and a shield to pri 


= RELIGION. By Upton Sinclair, Published by the 
“Sadena, California. Price 6oc. by mail. 

Tpretation ” 
y of supernatur 
as seen by the 


Conomic inte 
the “ stud 
Vilege ” 


is a powerful and reasoned 
falism as a source of income 
author, a well-known American 


——. 
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sees his route clearly from Start to Finish. 


Some show first, second and other classes of 
roads. Distances between towns, Ministry of 
Transport Road Numbers, new arterial and by- 
pass roads, steep gradients, speed limits, etc. 
Every name is clearly printed and the larger 
towns stand out, while the names of smaller 
places appear in relative importance. 


Illustrated Catalogue post free 
on application. 


“GEOGRAPHIA” Maps are on sale at all Booksellers, 
Newsagents, and Stationers, or from the Publishers— 
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“scientific socialist.” As a study it is unique, the only work which 
even partly hinges on this phase of examination of the faiths of prei 
being the attack by Madame Blavatsky in Isis Unveiled, in which t at 
remarkable teacher spared neither living nor dead in her desire to unveil 
the truth as it appeared to her. Upton Sinclair plays the part of the 
iconoclast, of the man who overturns the tables of the money changers 
in the temple, and though there are many who will be offended, there 
are very many more who will welcome these utterly fearless indictments 


by a man who has the well-earned reputation of caring more for truth 
than for money. 


Those who would understand something of the manner in which 
Pseudo-religion and pseudo-occultism have been vilely misused in the 
most degenerate manner cannot do better than study these pages carefully 
for there are no greater enemies to the clean-minded and honest student 
of the occult than those who use it as a cloak under which to commit 
fraud and worse offences. Without using the phrase, and even disbelieving 
in it, the author has penned a striking study of modern black magic— 
of the use of power for selfish and material ends—that will, as he hints, 
end only in the utter breakdown of the system which permits and 
encourages this blasphemy against the universal law. 


W. G. RAFFE. 


THE PARTING OF THE Ways. By “ Anthony,” through the Hand of 
Mary Secker. London: H. Stockwell, Ltd. 

“ The fields of flowers are a great feature in this beautiful world of Meine? 
It is possible to go Great distances through fields entirely devoted to trapan 
flowers. There are stretches entirely composed of the fragrant lavender, w E 
one can walk and feel cool and refreshed by inhaling the perfume, and the pe 
lavender and green colouring is very restful to the eyes. In another direction 
one can reach stretches of glorious red poppies whose brilliance of colour cause 
the spirit to vibrate and expand.” 
Sucu is the lovely description of the flower-gemmed fields of the paradise 
from which th little volume have found their 
Way. They are understood to have come from one who when she lived on 
earth found this thorn- 


set path of training a weary and troubled one, 
but who on Passing over : : z 


essful attempt to help those in the earth-life,” 
of spirit,” “rest, and solace, and refreshment 
Much in these ch 


ing simply-written Pages will be familiar to most 
ate dwelling-places awaiting those who have ee 
it is but a Verification oo good thoughts and deeds. After 


s - As is also the active co-operation 
Or guardian ang 


= : els, who have, during our earthly 
; straight Toad, ving with more or less success to lead us along the 


e is here repeated that: “ Only those 
re need meet, so there is never any discord or 
vibrates to like, and each one drifte naturally to 


Fed Up! 


Probably the commonest phrase heard to-day. 
Everybody is “fed up”: what 
Material troubles there are in plenty. But to be 
“fed up” indicates a spirit of pessimism and 
inaction which are indicative of nerves out of 


order—an aftermath of war. 


To cure yourself of being “fed up” put your 
health right. Constipation, anemia, indigestion, 
biliousness, headaches, rheumatism come from the 
presence in the blood of certain poisonous 
elements, or the lack of certain qualities essential 


to health. 


Osmos Salts 


differ from all other salts and 
pills in that they not only rapidly 
cure the immediate trouble, but 
they improve the constitution of 
the blood, and thus restore healthy 
conditions to all the organs of the 
body and strength to the nerves. 
Price 1/6 per bottle, from all 
chemists, or post free from 


Osmos Salts, Ltd., 


Meddington, Middlesex, 


THE OCCULT REVIEW 


those attuned to them, so without any unkindness or slighting of another, 
one never need be in the company of those who are uncongenial.” 

These messages have in them something of the gentle friendliness of 
“ Letters from Julia,” and others of that type. 


EDITH K. HARPER. 


CUCHULAINN. An Epic Drama of the Gael. By Terence Gray. 
Illustrated. Heffer & Co., Cambridge. Price 12s. 6d. 


Tue ancient legend cycle of Erin has a tremendous fascination for the 
student of the occult, which this dramatised series of four plays in a 
cycle brings out in an admirable manner. Terence Gray is a writer with 
strongly original ideas on the use of drama and a wealth of historical 


knowledge of ancient Ireland and its mythic stories. Quite recently, it 


is claimed, has it been realised that the Gaelic culture of extreme Western 


Europe was uninfluenced by the material activities of Roman imperialism, 
whatever it may have suffered in more recent times. Now we have 
presented this legend cycle to balance the much better known, though 
no more dramatic, stories of the Nibelung. Prefaced by an interesting 
essay on the art of the theatre, comparing modern tendencies and aims 
with bygone traditions, the author asserts that in years to come we shall 
witness a re-dedication of the theatre to higher ends. This essay is well 


worth serious study by those who realise the occult value and meaning 
of the arts of the drama. 


Se ga hic de Sut aes 


a eld Sead die 


k The plays themselves tell the story of Cuchulainn, the boy hero, and 
= Sany battles, his wanderings, his meetings with women, and his 
dramatic end. He and his friends and enemies are, of course, symbols 
of the soul-fight which is the central theme of all these “ myths,” and 
— followed in that light the drama-cycle rises to its fullest heights. 
Aes: da —— series of spectacles for stage aE! 
: w : ae 
possibility, ait long before London managers will rise to 


wW. G. Rarré. 


THE Way OF ENLIGHTENMENT. By John Carne. London: CW: 

z Daniel Company. Price 5s. net. 

Conn Senne, which the writer says were communicated 
eS Se Unseen Spiritual World, and “ obtained solely through 
ae sere z oe in the Silence,” contains much that should be 
a Cases sae ae evout religious mind, even the most orthodox. Mr. 
== fhe Telia Goat = Son student of Thomas à Kempis. The author of 

= tlien ok 5 ut commend the lines of thought and aspiration 
= 5 his ae ane rage and there, he would finda phraseology unfamiliar 
-A N meer as to spiritual progress and enlighten- 

= “+ “Wah the maa 3 of which he might not be able to agree. 
___ Bndallhis brethren wona to a mosphere of the book, however, he 
es The Way o f in cordial agreement. 


Ss Enk 

ees aan an Seems to have been written by one who 
astical manual for Specialists ae 
centration to read, enjo 
counsels. D 


1 


: : But it is in no sense an ecclesi- 
RX Ea it requires no great intellectual con- 
feel the better for its quiet meditative 


G. M. H. 
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TS 


The “ AFU-RA”’ CHAPTER of 
THE BROTHERHOOD OF LIGHT 
has now been formed in London. 
Public Meetings are now being held every Friday 
Evening at 8 p.m., at 6 Bishops Road, Paddington, 
London, W. (half minute from Paddington Station). 
A copy of the Constitution and Rules and list of 
Lessons issued on application to W. WATKINS, 
Sec., 97 Ledbury Road, Bayswater, London, 

eS 
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Reader of the Future 
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“Further Messages Across the Border-line.”’ 
paper cover 2/6; art linen 4/6. Postage extra. 


art linen 3/-. 


is. 6d. net. 
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Paper cover 2/- ; 
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504 THE OCCULT REVIEW 


THE FRANCISCANS IN ENGLAND—1224-1538. By Edward Hutton. 
London : Constable & Co., Ltd. Price 7s. 6d. net. 


In this the Septcentenary of the Seraphic Francis Assisi, all authoritative 
writings concerning him and his Order of Lesser Brethren have a double 
interest and value. Mr. Edward Hutton’s work, in which the accuracy 
of the scholar is enhanced by a glowing yet restrained enthusiasm, is, we 
are told, the first general survey of the history of the Franciscan Order 
in- England that has yet been published. Availing himself of Thomas 
of Eccleston’s contemporary work on the Coming of The Friars to Dover 
in 1224, that inimitable account of the adventures and development of 
the Order during its earliest days in England, the author makes us see, 
a in a panorama of vivid colours, of moving lights and shadows, the 
lives of those ardent souls who endeavoured to follow the Divine Master’s 
teaching in all its beauty and simplicity. Mr. Hutton then proceeds 
to show us the later developmehts, the rapid spréad of the movement 
throughout England, its popularity with rich and poor alike; its many 
vicissitudes, severances and disagreements (so utterly far from the 
spirit of the Poverello) up to its final overthrow and dissolution under 
Henry VIII and Cromwell. 

Mr. Hutton gives chapter and verse for all the events of which he 
writes. He devotes three chapters to the famous Friars, Roger Bacon, 
Duns Scotus, and William of Ockham. Yet another chapter makes clear 
what Oxford owed to the great system of learning created there by the 


Franciscan Order, ‘‘ which produced men,” says Mr. Hutton, ‘“‘ whose 
names will never be forgotten, names 
thought.” 


The author calls his work “ A labour of love,” and äs such it will 


be treasured by every humble follower of the Ideal which made Saint 
Francis the Standard-bearer of Christ. 


among the greatest in mediaeval 


Epitu K. HARPER. 


POEMS FROM A Quiet Room. By Fay Inchfawn. London: Ward, 

Lock & Co., Ltd. 2s. 6d: net. 
In a world in which the Majority 
and drawers of water,’ i 
and cheer to sing by th 


of men and women are “hewers of wood 
there is always a welcome for souls of sunshine 
quate, = RF, ay Inchfawn’s writings, both in prose 
Siar ie Caen at popularity that is not surprising, for 
Bic of sympathy and the spell of humour which should 


waken a responsive i 
A po: echo in all but the resolutely pessimistic: Here, for 


“ Suppose the very things I hate 
Should all come trooping to my gate; 
Suppose my currant jam won’t set 
pei my washing day is wet : 
nd then suppose the cloth i 
s es-] 3 
Just as the littlest one imatá? or 
- +» Well, even then 
There still will be 
se and the universe— 
nd me!” 
EDITH K. HARPER. 


